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Abstract

A study for the situations about foster care system in the

Jeju region and the raising environment according to each

fostering patterns.

Kim, mi-ri

Major in Home management

The Graduate school of Cheju university

Supervised by Prof. Kim, Hye-sook, Ph. D

Korea’s social welfare service for protection of the child has been continued going
through the Korean War as a form of institutional care for the war orphans.
However, in developed countries, foster care for the protection of the children has
been generalized because of the results of the studies announced 50 years ago that
the institutional care is not the appropriate circumstances in raising the children.
Foster care system is carried out these days even now in Korea. There are some
studies researched about foster care system and foster homes, but there are no
analyses about fostering environment according to the pattern of the foster homes

because it has a short history.

Therefore, this study aimed to grasp the situation of foster care in the Jeju region,

analyze their conditions and investogate into each pattern of raising circumstances.

This study’s details are as follows :

First, what is the situation like of foster care system in the Jeju region?

Second, what are the characteristics of the fostering surroundings for each foster
care patterns?

Third, what are the obstacles which impede the continuance of foster home?
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I used the method of interview in order to research 45 households including 25
substitute families which carry out foster care in the Jeju region, 10 kinship cares
and 10 general foster homes. Also literature research and research on actual

situations are carried out.

The conclusions are as follows:

First, foster care system in the Jeju region has increased about 5 times than before
from 33 households in 2003 to 168 households in 2006 and the reason of the fostering
1s mostly because of family dissolution and financial poverty. The fostered children’s
subsidy, the living cost and the expense of the public education are given to the

foster parents but most of them still suffer from financial difficulties.

Second, when looking at the raising situation according to each fostering patterns,
kinship care is more difficult than general foster care, and substitute family is more
difficult than the kinship care as a part of a financial standard. The reasons of
fostering are family dissolution as for kinship and substitute cared for -children,
financial poverty for general foster cared children. Also the children’s age is different
for each patterns. General foster home’s children are mostly under 12 and most of
kinship care’s children are over 13. The relationship between foster care home’s birth
children and protection of the children is more amicable when the foster care was

started with their birth children’s understanding.

Third, the main causes of obstructing the continuance of fostering are emotional
conflict with the protection of the child in the substitute family, and uncomfortable
situation with the husband’s family when the women foster children from her side of
the family. Also general foster parents have some causes that conflict with the
children’s birth parents, unchanged appearance of the fostered children and a conflict
of opinion between the foster mother and father. Financial difficulty is every foster

parents’ problem as well.

_55_



After putting various results together, there was a difference of raising
circumstances for each patterns according to the foster home’s demographic
characteristics. And appropriate program for each patterns should be given in order
to make foster homes and fostered children healthy. Therefore, there is significance
in meaning that this study tried to find the supporting solution about foster care
support center which is carried out under the foster care system, and foster parents

and fostered children for each foster patterns.
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