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Abstract

On April 3, 1948, Jejudo guerrillas rose in uprising against the repression
of the police and the rightist youth associations, separated election and
separated government. And, with the anti-America national salvation
struggle, they wanted the wunified government. So, the government
proclaimed martial law on November 17 in Jeju Island. After that, the
security forces set up the Jeju 4 - 3 strategic villages in the coastal areas
and forced islanders into these villages to watch and control their activities.
I paid attention to these aspects and raised the following research subjects.

First, what is the relationship between the suppression operations and the
strategic villages? And what is the background? Second, What was the role
of strategic villages and how were the strategic villages formed? Third, how
did the characteristics of strategic village change and how did this change
affect the process of rebuilding the mountainside villages? Fourth, under
what did the structure of the strategic villages, did they watched Jeju
islanders for 6 years. Fifth, what was the role of castles of strategic
villages?

The overall summaries about the formation process of the Jeju 4-3
strategic villages are as follows. It was the tactics of the security forces
that they forced the people classified as the so-called 'innocent citizens’ to
these villages and sweep out the rest in the process of repressing the Jeju
4 - 3 Uprising. People who were in the strategic villages were issued the
identification cards by the security forces. And they were engaged into the

forced labor to build the castles for the purpose of isolating from the



guerrillas in the name of protection. They also suffered by the guarding
duty day and night. The castles of strategic villages were the best tools to
suppress the Jeju 4 - 3 Uprising. The security forces drove Jejudo islanders
into the strategic villages and conducted the mopping-up operations in the
short term.

And they succeeded in suppressing the guerrillas.

Jeju residents had suffered severly in the bondage of Jeju 4 -3 Uprising
for 10 years beginning from the incident on Korean Independence Movement
Day of March 1, 1947 via the expanded 4 -3 resistance until in 1957 when
the last guerrilla, Oh Won-kwon was arrested. They went down to the
coastal areas as the government ordered and again built the castles for
mountainside villages. They did duty of guard and suppression for 6 years
in isolation. Besides they had to do all kinds of errands such as supplying
food and washing clothes for police detachments or police stations. They
had lived day by day even without drawing a big breath because they had
to be joint responsibility for the 4 - 3 Uprising.

The Jeju 4 -3 strategic villages made the center of the daily life from
mountainside villages to coastal villages after the 4 -3 Uprising. Solidarity
among islanders, which had been like a group sharing a common blood
before the uprising, disappeared and rose the trend of distrust and estrange
one another. Nevertheless Jejudo islanders, who suffered from the madness
of the Jeju 4 - 3 Uprising, have constructed today’s Jeju Island with strong

mental power and the will to rebuild the community.
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