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A Study on Negotiations between the Constabulary and

the Militant Group in Jeju at the Beginning of the 4.3 Uprising

<Abstract>

The Jeju Committee of South Korean Labor Party launched the 4 -3
Uprising in 1948, opposing separated elections and separated government. The
armed conflict which began with the uprising got fiercer as 5 - 10 election
was approaching. Lots of casualties occurred during the uprising. The United
States military government changed its early decision on Korea's security on
April 17th, 1948, and ordered the ninth Constabulary regiment to quell the
uprising. On April 20th, 1948, one battalion of the fifth Constabulary regiment
arrived in Jeju province from Busan and began to aggressively suppress the
uprising. Especially from April 27th to 29th, the Constabulary stepped up its
suppression to undermine the militant group that might make use of the May
Day to expand its power. Under such circumstances, negotiations were held
between the Constabulary and the militant group to resolve the uprising
peacefully.

Kim, Ik-veol, the commander of the ninth Constabulary regiment which
stationed in Jeju during the 4 -3 Uprising, left two literary works on the
incident. The first one is "Yugorok,(= memoirs) he wrote in 1969 after
retirement and the other is "Gigomun,(= a contribution), an article published
in the International Times in June 1948 during the uprising. There exists a
crucial difference between the two works.

According to research result so far, a negotiation was held on April 28th,
1948 to resolve the uprising peacefully, but broke down due to Orari arson
incident. The negotiation has been considered as almost the only opportunity
to resolve the uprising peacefully. This view confirms to the content of
Kim’s "Yugorok,.

"Gigomun, published in the International Times, however, says a different

— il —



story. According to the article, there was another round of negotiation on
April 30th, 1948. This indicates that the collapse of the negotiations was not
directly linked to Orari arson incident. So far, too much meaning has been
imposed on Orari arson incident. There is a presumption that the police
deliberately plotted the incident to break off the so-called ‘4 - 28 negotiation.’
An examination into the development of the 4 -3 Uprising, however, found
that the incident was not much different from other incidents committed in
other villages at the time.

So far, the content of Kim’s "Yugorok, has been accepted as true. The
researcher believes this is because of a lack of discovery and criticism of
historical materials on the wuprising. In spite of lots of its contradicting
statements, "Yugorok,, a book written two decades after the uprising, is
being cited a lot with little doubt about its authenticity. Therefore, the
researcher tried to present a new argument on the negotiation between the
Constabulary and the armed militant group by analyzing "Gigomun,, an
article published in the International Times, which a negotiation participant
contributed. The negotiation was supposed to break down. The militant group
launched the uprising, opposing separate elections and separate government.
They could not agree to separate elections. The US military government in
Korea could not just sit idle and watch the militant group’s resistance
against 5 - 10 separate elections, because it wanted to justify its presence in
Korea through the successful completion of 510 separate elections. Under

such circumstances, a peaceful resolution was virtually impossible.
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