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Abstract

Formation of the Discourse on the Jeju

4-3 and Political Action

Koh, Sung Man
Department of sociology
Graduate School

Cheju National University

This thesis is to find out under what political and social background and
by whom the discourse on the Jeju 4-3 has been formed and what political
action has been taken to maximize the effect of the discourse.

From in Korean society's political and social structure dominated by the
far right anticommunist system to today when ‘reconciliation and mutual
prosperity’ are emphasized via the democratization period how the 4-3 has
been discoursed systematically in each situation since it was suppressed?
In this research the establishment of democracy organizations through the
First Memorial Ceremony of the 4-3 in 1989, 'the Joint Memorial Service'
in 1994, the enactment of the Special Act of the 4-3 in 1999, and the
President's apology in 2003 are recognized as an important transitional
point and the discourse of the 4-3 is divided into ‘revolt theory' and

‘resistance theory', ‘killings of the innocent populace theory' and
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‘reconciliation and mutual prosperity theory'.

While each April 3 discourse developed in the respective situation can
be approached through social expression way or symbolic structure, ‘the
central operating body', ‘politics', and ‘effect' of discourse are grasped and
analysis is done in earnest by means of expressed materials in each
discourse.

As a result the central operating body develops discourse systematically
in accordance with its intension and strategy. Fighting and compromise
have a specific ‘effect' on practical power relations in reality and then
grow and reproduce it. In case of a historical fact ‘politics of discourse' is
operated as a strategy to maximize ‘effect of discourse'. When this
happens, selected ‘facts' and excluded(refused) ‘facts' exist inevitably. In
other words the 4-3 can exist as historical facts highlighted after selected
or excluded after refused according to the political action taken by a
central operating body of discourse although it 1s one and identical
objective phenomenon.

From this respect the analysis on the April 3 discourse is a meaningful
work because it attempts to secure objectivity of historical facts by
tracking down the historical facts selected or excluded due to political
action of discourse and breaking up hierarchical relationship in discourse

structure.
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