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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Contents Analysis of the Social Studies Textbooks
for the 7th Curriculum focusing on the Chapter 4, 'The Lives in
the North Region’

Ra, Young-sook

Geography Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Son, Myoung-Cheol

This thesis analyzes the contents of 6 different junior high school social
studies textbooks by comparing the viewpoints of writers, the forms of
describing lessons, the volumes, the purposes of study, and the data
utilized for the lessons. The viewpoints of writers and utilized data are
compared with the 6th curriculum textbooks. The results disclose many
differences in various viewpoints, structures, purpose and the data utilized.
Especially, contrary to our expectation, some of the viewpoints still show
cold war tensions and subjective description while both Koreas recently
have been pursuing peace and reconciliation along with the Summit
meeting. It is thus suggestable that the textbooks would need to be

changed reflecting current situation and more affirmative way toward the

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree of Master of Education
in August, 2002.

_77_



reunification efforts. Regarding the purpose of study, we should emphasize
functional goal to nourish geographical skills since the functional and
emotional or affective goals are so low compared to that of knowledge
goal. Moreover, the differences in the amount of data utilized should be
reduced among textbooks, and the graphs and maps should be dealt more
importantly and the size and clarity of data utilized should be increased.
Finally, since the 6 sorts of textbooks have the diversities and differences,
we suggest that teachers learn and acquire the various study-data from
those textbooks to increase students’ interests and teaching effectiveness. We
also expect that studies dealing in depth with the chapter of "The Lives in
the North Region," will be continued to prepare for the coming of unified

Korea.
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