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<Abstract>

A Study on the Community—-based Education in the 7th

National Social Studies Curriculum in Relation to Jeju Island

Kim, Dae-Un

Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yeum, Mi-Gyeung

The purpose of this study was to examine theories of identity education and
the 7th national social studies curriculum, one of required courses, for grade 3
to 10 in a bid to find out what’'s taught in social studies class, how Jeju Island
was handled in social studies textbooks and how local identity was educated.
It's basically attempted to determine some of the right directions for local
education.

After Jeju Island was selected to be analyzed, literature concerned was
reviewed, and in-depth interview was utilized. In addition, social studies
education was analyzed in terms of geographic areathuman and space), historic
areathuman and time) and political/socioeconomic/cultural area (human and
society). And the elementary and secondary social studies textbooks were
investigated to find out how much sessions were allocated to each of the units
describing Jeju Island and how many photos and maps were presented about
that. Finally, teachers and students were interviewed to see how local education
was conducted in school, and what types of teaching materials were in use was

analyzed.

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial of fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master
of Education in August, 2004.
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The findings of the study were as follows: When the social studies textbooks
were examined, it’'s found that the curricula dealt with small regions first and
then larger ones in the order of hometown, community, nation and the world.
Jeju province wasn’t mentioned in and after the second semester of grade 4 in
elementary school. The current 7th curriculum didn’t handle the local history of
that province, and the rate of sessions where regional education was available
stood at less than 19 percent.

Concerning local identity education, that education was conducted only in
schools where local textbooks were used, and the teachers weren't able to
rearrange what to teach in light of local circumstances. As school grades had a
huge impact on admission into high school and college, the students still
received college, national textbook-centered cramming education. Furthermore,
both of the teachers and students were devoid of interest in local identity.

Although the 7th national social studies curriculum put emphasis on
localization, there’s no identity education in and after the second semester of
grade 4 about Jeju province, and it’s necessary to take a separate action to
instill local identity in students. To make it happen, more local education should
gradually be provided in optional classes. Since optional courses are provided up
to grade 10 in the 7th curriculum, school and .teachers could provide local
identity education as long as they are interested in that. Besides, local textbooks
should be prepared to teach the history, geography and social phenomena of
Jeju province, and teachers should have better expertise to raise the quality of
education. Finally, a local lifelong education center should be extended to make
all sorts of materials accessible to students, teachers and parents in order to
comply with the fashion of industrial-oriented society, and unique local

educational and cultural contents should be developed.
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