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Summary

A Study on Chung Ji-yong’'s Poems

- with a focus on the acceptance of nature -

Chung, Yong-Mun

Supervised by Professor Kim, Byung-Taek

In general, Ji-yong wrote several poems using the technique of
imagism. Previous studies of these poems have focused on the specific
fields of imagism and modernism. The poems on acceptance of nature
are, however, closely related to the spiritual world of the Orient which
the poet is pursing. The results summarized in this study are as

follows:

(1) Ji-vong's poems consistently represent the traditional feeling of
Korea. While the traditional feeling was represented by a projection of
nature in his earlier works, it is transformed and assimilated into
nature in his later ones. This assimilation is linked with an Oriental

view of nature which shows the poet understands deeply the Oriental



spirit.

(2) Ji-yong reflects self of the times rather than through the object
of nature than by the direct resistance to the present. This is connected
to a view of nature preserved by the high officials of the Choseon
dynasty who wanted nature to comfort them during the frustrations
and the sufferings resulting from the corrupt political realities and the
threat of massacre of the Confucian scholars.

(3) The poems in <Paekrocdam>», collection by the poet, take a
definite form through the poetic theme of mountains, of contemplating
nature that has its origin in Oriental thought.

(4) The beauty of empty space in Oriental paintings is found in his
works. This beauty of emptyness enables the readers to find the poetic

‘void’, implying ‘holism’, made up of independent entities which are
not attached. This ‘void’ expressed in the Oriental painting technique,
also occurs in the omissions between poetic words, lines and verses.

(5) The affection in the poems for the classics is centural to his
collection, €Paekrocdam>>». Many poems of the collection transform and
accept the classical works of the Orient, and tell in this technique of
expression of a stage where human and nature becomes one.

(6) The scenic poems of the poet don't reveal the writer’'s presence
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and Kkeep him distant from the objects. This makes objectionism
important. This is derived from the Oriental thought that a human is to
be assimilated to nature, so to speak, nature as a space of
immculateness and complete pureness. Also, it shows symbolism in the
view that nature gives us the poet's world of consciousness beyvond
nature of phenomena. And this space of nature is expressed in the
height and depth of spirit in Ji-Yong's poems.

(7) The three poets in the “Chung-rock Group”(Bluish Green Group)
have in common with Ji-vong’s acceptance of nature. Although these
similarities  were influenced by Ji-Yong, it is certain that Ji-Yong
influenced on their decisions to what to write when they developed
their world of poetry earlier.

Chung Ji~Yong tried to reestablish the; Oriental tradition of thought
in poetry and considered it as a model of writing. The poet
transformed and accepted the classical works of the Orient through a
technique which used a philosophy of non-attachment and an
aesthetics of austerity. Therefore, Ji-Yong’'s poems are to be
simultaneously estimated to get both modernistic style and traditional

style.
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