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<Abstract>

A study on establishment of a word class of

conjunctions

Kim Suk Won
Department of Korean Language Education
Graduated school Cheju National University

Supervised by a Professor. Tae-Gon Kim

In the School Grammar Unification Bill proclaimed on July, 1963,
conjunctions are regarded not as a word class but as a class of
adverbs. They are classified as conjunctional adverbs which is
subordinate position of sentence adverbs. After this, it had been executed
in the middle schools since 1996 and in the high school since 1968.

Afterwards, Korean word class was classified into 9 components, which
are nouns, pronouns, numberals, verbs, adjectives, prenouns, adverbs,
postpositions, and interjections. The conjunctions indicating connective
words such as ’'but, and, so, etc’ were excluded in the word class and
those words were included into the subordinate category of adverbs called
"conjunctional adverbs’. This finally caused ending the study on the
theory of a word class and fixating the theory of the word class in the
school grammar. According to lots of the recent studies, conjunctions
were considered not as a word class contrary to the conflict of scholars
about the problem on classification of a word class at that time but as an
adverb and the content of the School Grammar Unification Bill was just
supplemented.

The result of the classification of a word class influenced not only a
field of the researches on Korean linguistics but also the school grammar

that it might be actually applied to. With the respect to proper
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understanding and practice about the Korean Language that the grammar
education aims for, the reference to conjunctive words, which are the
object of the discussion, was omitted considerably. This implies that the
degree of complete education on grammar is debased. Nevertheless, many
scholars recognize the conjunctive words except conjunctive postpositions
and conjunctive endings as adverbs or deny the existence of conjunctions.

In the Korean grammar, a conjunction is a word class in charge of the
specific function that is based on plenty of scholars’ support. More
grammarians regarded it as a word class than a pronoun. Since it was
excepted from the School Grammar Unification Bill in 1963, in fact, it had
been caused to exclude the explanation of grammar. However, it is an
important word class in the morphological and functional aspects as well
as the semantic aspect.

This paper aims at helping improve the degree of complete grammar in
the school throughout the basis of the existence of conjunctions mentioned
before. Besides, it 1s worth discussing the conjunction in terms of

activating the study on the Korean grammar continually.
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