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<Abstract>

A Study for Expanding Traditional Korean Music Education
With a focus on High School Music Education

Yun, Kyung-Ja
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Park, Soon-Bang

This paper aims to overview the traditional Korean music sections in the 8 textbooks
published under the 7th national curriculum and find out the problems and the solutions
for them, which are expected to contribute to promoting traditional Korean music education
in schools.

In the general music education, singing is considered to be such an important part that
it takes the largest portion of music textbooks among the sub-fields such as appreciating,
playing musical instruments and composing, but while in the section of traditional Korean
music education, singing takes the largest portion in only the 3 textbooks, appreciation of
traditional music takes the largest in the 5 textbooks among the current 8 textbooks. In
addition, the songs for singing part mostly come from the particular regions in Korea and
only Janggu appears to be a target instrument among various instruments. This partial
emphasis on ceratin fields should be taken out to provide students with diverse songs
and musical instruments, which leads to students’ various musical experience of traditional
Korean music. While the diverse musical forms for appreciation come from the overall
ages, they are not fully introduced for students’ understanding in most of 8 textbooks and
visual image for them should be also introduced for better understanding. Moreover, even

though the most important part of music education is the composition area, it is neglected

* This thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education

in August, 2004.
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or omitted in the textbooks.

The same amount of the contents of textbook with less classes per week in the 7th
national curriculum than the ones in the 6th national curriculum brings teachers difficulties
in handling all of them during classes.

Systemic organization and qualified music teachers who are experts in music theories
and playing musical instruments are the key factors in making traditional Korean music
education effectively. This makes it possible to recreate traditional Korean music in the
21st century, the age of information, globalism and diversity. The following three

suggestions will be very helpful to implement this task.

Firstly, the contents of music textbooks should be diverse. Textbook writers should put
the stress on developing various teaching materials for efficient and effective traditional

music education.

Secondly, music teachers should be supported to improve their teaching abilities by the
local educational office or central government. Teacher training programme for traditional
Korean music education is needed because there are few music teachers who have

sufficient knowledge about traditional Korean music currently.

Thirdly, more traditional Korean music shows should be introduced on mass media.
Most of the music shows on current TV or Radio programme mainly consist of popular
music whereas the ones for traditional music is on the air in the early morning or
midnight. In current situation, adolescents hardly have an opportunity to listen to
traditional Korean music.

In conclusion, the education of traditional Korean music in secondary schools will raise
students’ awareness of the beauty of Korean tradition and strengthen their pride as

Koreans.
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