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<ABSTRACT>

Developing a Teaching Model of Geography Class using Problem
Solving Approach on Controversial Geographic Issues

- a case of ‘the Song-ak mountain development in Jeju’ based on the “Region

development” in High School Textbook -

Park, Yun-Kyoung

Major in Geography Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kwon, Sangcheol

The rapid changes in modern society have been reveal lots of social and
geographical issues. One of the aims of teaching geography is to let students
analyze them with proper information, make right decision, develop thinking
abilities, and join in social activities. On these basis, this paper aims to develop a
teaching and learning model for handling controversial geographic issues in class.
The model for issue-oriented lessons constructed from previous studies is applied
to the experimental classes at ] Girls High School in Jeju to examine whether it
enhances students’ decision making abilities. Hand-outs, questionnaires and

evaluation forms are given to 112 students, 2nd grade students at the school.

* This thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education. Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
August 2004.
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The findings of this paper are as follows.

Firstly, the crucial factors are the process of decision making, the format of
lesson and the role of the teacher to implement the model. The process of
decision making is organized on the following sequence: being aware of issues,
analyzing them, exploring possible ways, finding out the solutions and putting
them into practice. The format of lessons consists mainly of discussion activities.
The teacher is required to have neutral impartiality and fairness during the class.

Secondly, the issue of Song-ak Mountain resort area in Jeju is selected which
satisfies the aspects of significance, local problems bringing students’ interest
and participation in class, and suitability as a class lesson.

Thirdly, the model incorporating reasonable decision making process can
increase students’ participation and satisfaction. Moreover, it is an effective
teaching and learning skill to develop students’ abilities to handle information and
to find out the solutions for the issues.

Fourthly, the most interesting part. of the model is. the analyzing process.
During the process, students have a strong impact on self-directed lessons and
ways to negotiate and accept others’ opinions.

Fifthly, the most efficient way to implement issue-oriented lessons is to
develop the lesson into the discussion process, which can allow students to share
and accept different opinions about the issues.

In short, the outcome of this study is that issue-oriented lessons in
geography classes are expected to contribute to making students know the basic
concepts, principles, and ways to find out solutions to local issues. As a result,
the whole process can increase students’ awareness of various problems and
provides the opportunities to understand their society and environment by

themselves.

Key ward : issue-oriented lessons, problem solving class, region development,

environment education, the Song—-ak mountain development
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