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- Abstract -

A Study on the Introduction of the Autonomous Police System

Ko, Seok-Hong
Graduate School of Public Administration
Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Kim, Soo-Gil

The Korean police took the lead in bringing people almost to death during
the Japanese colonial rule. And the police started as Kyeongmu-bu, an
independent department under the rule of American military in 1945 when
Korea was liberated from Japan, going through convulsion and changes for
half a century. After the opinions remained sharply divided about the
independence of the police in the process of legislating the government
organization law at the National Assembly on November 4, 1948, when the
Korean government was established, the police organization came to be
reduced and changed into the law enforcement bureau, the auxiliary
mstitution of the Ministry of Internal Affairs instead of working as an
independent administrative branch such as Kyeongmu-bu for fear of power
abuse coming from the political desire of the Lee Seung-man government
and the excessive expansion of authority. Their ill effects have been pointed
out at every political convulsion since then.

That is why the majority of people agreed that the plice should be
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independent, politically neutral and democratic. But the political neutrality and
democracy, etc. of the police department have been subjected to much
controversy since the police law was established on May 31, 1991 and the
police department was promoted to the Office of Police without getting direct
mstructions from the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Yet it goes without saying
that the police have played an important role in protecting the nation at the
cost of their life in the midst of ideological confrontation and separation after
the establishment of the government. The national police system has been
preserved under the banner of founding, protecting and saving the nation.
Now is high time that the local police system should be firmly established in
accordance with the full implementation of the local autonomous system
where the opinions of local citizens are correctly reflected or where local
residents take direct and indirect par so that the democratic legitimacy and
effectiveness of the security service may be guaranteed.

These kinds of political changes in security environment and people’s life
have prompted discussions over the reorganization of the police system. An
increase in national interest in security service and the local-autonomy will
of the people’s government starting from February, 1988 have brought the
introduction of the police local-autonomy system into relief. But majority
party and minority parties as well as the academic world remain divided
over how to secure the political neutrality, and democracy of the police, even
if they agreed to introduce the police local autonomy system.

People still regard the police as the puppet of political authorities or a
tyrant, or authoritative, self-righteous and undemocratic government power. It

1S necessary to make a theoretic analysis of the problems as a whole so that
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the introduction of the local-autonomous police system may be discussed and
that the police may be converted into a democratic service police along with
the decentralization of authority. Yet it is likely that the sudden execution of
the local-autonomous police system focusing on the decentralization of power
may weaken the police and give rise to the prevalence of crimes.

In this context, this study is designed to make a comparative analysis of
the Korean police system along with the foreign system and its
characteristics and to present measures for introducing the desirable policy

local-autonomous system appropriate for the conditions of Korea.
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