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Development of Capitalism and the Breakdown of the
Patriarchal Family

- focus on the low fertility

This paper assumes that the development of capitalism brought about
the crisis of the patriarchal family and approaches to this point with the

focus on the low fertility.

Although the industrialization process of South Korea with the mode
of production of capitalism has depended on the patriarchal family system, it
brought the system to a crisis. Marxist feminism thought females in the
modern society were suppressed by the patriarchal system and capitalism
simultaneously and expressed this as patriarchal capitalism. Non-capitalist
environment is essential for the accumulation of capitals, and the analysis
about the world system theory shows that the root of capital accumulation
has been the exploitation of women, colony, and nature. As a system,

patriarchal capitalism works worldwide based on the exploitation.

Causes of low fertility such as low marriage rate, an increase in
mean age at the first marriageshow that the continuous development of
capital lead to an unstable labor market, resulting in more difficult conditions

for the patriarchal families.

The reason why low fertility is considered more important as a sign
of thebreakdown of a family is that low fertility caused by the postponement

and avoidance of marriage among young people is kind of a problem to



refuse to make a family itself. This shows that women have no other options
than low fertility in a situation where both men and women have to work
due to the revealed false of male breadwinner family (MBWF) but, even with
this social change, the problem of fertility is still regarded as a women’'s own

problem.

Therefore it can be said that the women's option of low fertility is
naturally appeared as a sign of social change in the breakdown of patriarchal
family due to the change in capitalism, that is,patriarchal order in family and
labor market is forcing women to opt for low fertility and those women who
are asking for the change in patriarchal family and the reorganization of

gender order are choosing the low fertility.

Key word : Patriarchal Capitalism, Breakdown of Family, Low Fertility
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71 Bk olye} HAGFTFIE AZE 97 AwWdcta & 5 o
19809 $-2vher EAAHE 1043019 eu 19959 e &= 1095 1990 ol =
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