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{Abstract)
A Review on an Japanese Idiom of Body Vocabulary

-centering on the modern novel-

Kim, Kyung-Deok

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Lee, Chang-Ik

In learning Japanese, generally the knowledge of pronunciation, grammar, and
vocabulary is emphasized. However, with only this knowledge, it is not
sufficient to understand conversation, drama, and movie, and to read novel
and essay. The reason is it is not in the dictionary, or even if it is in the
dictionary, it often happens that we do not know how it is interpreted into
appopriate meaning. Most of these expressions are an idiom.

This study aimed at understanding a appopriate idiom, and helping the
improvement of expressive ability in the communication of real-life situation of
Japanese learners. Dividing idiom related to a body appeared in modern novel
into <part of head>, <part of intestines>, <part of leg and hand>, and <part of
whole body>, it reviewed the meaning of examples.

Especially, body vocabulary among idioms took lots of part in the quantity.
Considering total 250 collected examples, body vocabulary showed the inner

#¥) A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Education in August, 2001.
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world like emotion of human with a metaphor, as well as the activity or
function of a part of body.

<A part of head> is main sense organs which control thinking and emotion
of human.. Considering many expressions used with it, we can know it is
productive and important position among idioms.

Because <a part of intestines> is located in the inner of body, expressions
are closely related to the emotion state of mind of human.

The function and the role in the body of <a part of leg and hand> like
letters are closely related to the movement or function of actions. It has little
relation with expressions of emotion.

Because <a part of whole body> is the characteristic of whole body or body
itself rather than the specific parts of body, it has relation with expressions
about complicated and delicate state of mind of human.

Especially in case of expression of emotion, it took 32.4%, which showed
idiom expressions using body vocabulary had various metaphor, and close
relation with the various emotion of human.

Among idioms classified variously, though the subject of study was limited to
an idiom of body vocabulary, it would be helpful to understand easily an idiom

which can be a difficult factor in learning Japanese.
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