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<Abstract>
A Study on Causative Expressions in Japanese
Han Hyo-sim

Department of Japanese Language and Literature

Graduate School of Jeju National University
Supervised by Professor Kim Seung—han

In Japanese, causative expressions are characterized by the form of -5 |
and the fact that a causative sentence can deliver two meanings, which are that
of the subject causing a person to do a certain act and a person carrying out an
act.

A look at many causative sentences, however, reveals the existence of more
diverse types in addition to the general "causative” meaning. In Japanese, in
particular, causative sentences cannot exclude a continuity with transitive
sentences. In fact, the boundaries between the two are sometimes blurry.
Especially, transitive sentences of -4, are most confused with causative
ones.

Causative sentences have a clearly different grammatical form from transitive

ones, which calls for a need to correctly understand the unique grammatical
_ 40 _
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functions of causative sentences in order to use causative expressions more
correctly. Thus this study set out to examine the characteristics of causative
sentences 1n Japanese in terms of semantics and syntax and to consider the
criteria to distinguish them from transitive sentences.

First, specific cases of causative sentences in Japanese were sorted out by
their types. In typical causative sentences, the subject engages in only indirect
acts such as planning or allowing an act for another person, who actually carries
out the act. Causative acts are expressed in either active or passive forms and
categorized into Instructions and orders, permission, and noninterference and
negligence. In addition to those typical categories, there are atypical ones, in
which the subject carries out an act him or herself or causative sentences
express results or psychology unrelated to the causative will or the states and
phenomena of objects. The atypical causative sentences are divided into state and
phenomena, induction and cause & effect, damage, self-blame, merits, and acts
and manipulation.

Second, the case particles used by the person were investigated in order to
understand the syntactical characteristics of causative sentences more clearly.
Ty

While the person carries Zyor "%, in causative sentences, the person in

r

causative sentences of transitive verbs carries 'IZ; . Among intransitive verbs,

volitive verbs can have both 12, and ' # | in causative sentences, but 12 is
used only when the person is capable of doing an act him or herself. Thus
"%, is used when the person is expressed as the target of the subject’s direct
or forced act or the object is lifeless and cannot perform an act. And '#% | is
also used when the person is the target of a change of state.

Third, the characteristics of causative sentences of transitive and intransitive
verbs were examined. When an intransitive verb doesn’t have its transitive
equivalent, the state of the target cannot be expressed with a transitive verb,
which 1s where a causative sentence comes in. But a causative sentence of an

Intransitive verb that has a transitive equivalent is clearly different from a

_41_



transitive sentence in that the person performs an act him or herself. A
causative sentence of a transitive verb requires the person to have the will to
perform an act. When his or her will for the act cannot be recognized, there is
no causative sentence.

And fourth, transitive and causative sentences of -+ % | were compared.
When a sentence only contains the target of the person’s act instead of the

"1Z ) despite the same '-+%, as a causative sentence of a

person of
transitive verb, it can be called a transitive sentence. Even if a sentence has the
same -4 % | as a causative sentence of an intransitive verb, it is regarded as
a transitive sentence since the person cannot perform an act and thus a
causative sentence cannot be made. And if a sentence doesn’t fall into the

semantic usage of a causative sentence and expresses only the one-sided act of

the subject, it is regarded as a transitive sentence.
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