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<Abstract>

A Study on the Meaning of Basic Color Terms in Japanese
—Attaching Importance to an Example of a Literary Work-

Kang, Yeo-sun

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by Lee, Chang-ik

Color terms expressing phenomena of color in nature as language has a
derivable meaning constantly with the change of the times. I think an
understanding of this meaning and characteristics involved in color terms

helps the learning of language and to reduce a mistranslation.

In this paper, I drew expressions of color terms involving the meaning
of 'white', 'black', 'red" and 'blue' in ninety-three modern and
contemporary literary works and analyzed the basic and symbolic meaning

of it after setting up the category of a basic color terms.

The basic meaning of 'white', 'black', red' and 'blue' as a color showed
in the body, clothes and nature means the original meaning of their own
things' colors and the expression of color terms varies in meaning and
feeling in accordance with a detailed description and an emphasis.
Especially, 'green' is included in 'blue' in Japanese culture of colors, so
the sky, the sea and a forest is blue. As this 'blue' does not distinguish

between 'blue' and 'green', it is a characteristic common to people from

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduated School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2006.
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the cultural area of a Chinese character.

In the symbolic meaning, every man is linked with their own experience
and knowledge respectively to occur a certain idea and emotion. Such a
detailed association expresses an in—-depth meaning symbolically beyond

the basic meaning.

The various expressions of the symbolic meaning are as follows.

1. 'White' is holiness, beauty, cleanliness, purity, brightness, victory,
immaculacy, selection, nil, expose', chill, fancy, heartlessness, infirmity,
aging and forfeiture.

2. 'Black' is death, sin, filthiness, despair, anxiety, iniquity, sorrow, grief,
strain, spot, existence, black figures, health, fascination and polish.

3. 'Red' is life, mystery, intenseness, love, future, fruition, shame, rage,
excitement, fear, a deficit, vulgarity, danger, ninny and ignorance.

4. 'Blue' is vyouth, vividness, stability, peace, safety, happiness,
immaculacy, coolness, labor, inexperience, depression, weakness, fury and

a successful career.

These basic colors 'white, black, red, blue' have the meanings in
common both plus meaning like beauty and minus meaning like anxiety
and fear. Also, an associated colors differ with countries according to the
social and cultural difference. For example, orange in English includes

brown in Japanese

In short, a better understanding and practical use of the meanings and
characteristics involved in color terms help Japanese learners describe an
object lively and abundantly, have an interest in Japanese vocabulary and
then improve the learning of language. I also think that more color terms
can be derived and the various meanings of vocabulary can be specialized
by expressing the language abundantly and clearly through the symbolic

meaning of color terms .
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