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<Abstract>

A study on ta(X) in Japanese

Yang Chae-yeol

Graduate School of Japanese Language and Literature
Cheju National University
Supervised by Professor Kim Seung-han

Having been taught that the ending ta(X) on verbs is usually
used to express past tense, you are likely to believe that it only
shows simple past. However, if we take a closer look, it has
more meanings and uses than expected. In this thesis, I delve
into these depending on preceding verbs.

The introduction includes grammatical categories encompassing
ta(®), and reviews the relevant literature which has been
conducted. The body covers the meanings and uses of ta(X) at
the end of a sentence depending on kinds of verbs. Further
investigation extends to modifying clauses which are attached to
a variety of noun forms.

First, ta(X) at the end of a sentence has various meanings and
uses in terms of tense, aspect and mood. If ta(X) expressing
past tense at the end of a sentence is attached to a static verb,
it indicates a finished state or a continuing condition over a
period of time. If ta(X) combines with an action verb, it
describes a finished action or a habitual one in the past. When
the ending expresses aspect, it 1s used only along with action
verbs to describe completion of an action or an ongoing state.

With regard to mood, ta(X) is used to express such wishes or
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assumptions as opposed to an event that already happened, to
confirm the event, to describe realization of an expectation, and
to indicate imperative mood. Moreover, it is also used to
express emotions and senses in the present.

Second, in modifying clauses attached to noun forms, ta(X) is
used to show tense and aspect as it is at the end of a sentence.

When it combines with a static verb, it describes a condition
in the past, and when it is used along with an action verb, it
presents an action which was taken in the past. In the case of
aspect, ta(X) adheres only to action verbs and describes
completion of an action and a continuing state. However, the
ending does not show mood in such clauses.

In conclusion, the ending ta(X) in modifying clauses is not the

same as that at the end of a sentence.
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