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ABSTRACT

Study on the Change of a Real Awareness

In the Lee Ho-U’s Works.

Moon, Tae-Gil

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National Unirersity

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Byung-Taek

This study has examined focusing on the change of real awareness
after inquiring into the relationship between realistic senses and tran-
sition of the style seen in Lee Ho-u's works. Following is the
summary.

The contents and the style appearing in Lee Ho-u's sijo, Korean
style poetry are closely relevant each other. Examined on this point
briefly, his works are characteristic of keeping pace of the short
poems with amalgamated one, primarily based on the reality-oriented
senses at first stage, approaching the second stage, he began to voice
a strong expression of critical senses of reality, and thereby made
public many works of liberal poetic style, resolutely escaping from
the poetic style. And his transcendental senses appearing in later
works show the facts that are united into the initial style, mainly

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education. Cheju
National University in Partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master
of Education in August, 1994.
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expressing in short poems.

What his works have contributed to the history of modern literature
can be pointed out by the fact that first, he presented a probable
change in the style and that he pursued after profound realities beyond
his enjoyment of fantasy with nature in contents &s well. Such
probable change in the style and his pursuit after reality in depth
newly expand the phase of modern poetry.

The change of his realistic senses can be summarized into three
points appearing in his works like the senses of realistic pursuit, those
of reality criticism and those of transcendentalism.

He resolutely excludes any old or artificial historic facts in his
sources of works, bearing in mind a certain skepticism about the ar-
chaic and classical tune, not involved in localistic emotion or a mys-
tery of nature as it is, and thereby expresses his contemplative world,
conceived in the human trace. Rather than voicing exclaimed verse
even at the mysterious world, he excites us to feel a world of even
deeper mystery, provokng a profound inspiration even if they are
expressed in simple poetic words. Tracking historic turmoils like the
pains of national division, the disaster of the Korean war and the
Liberal Party’'s Dictatorial Regime, the world of his works expresses
violent voices. It does never compromise with any injustice but bitterly
criticizes all kinds of absurd historic tracks.

He ascribes any responsibility for national division to the national
people themselves in his works. He recognizes that the division of
one after another is due to the reason for failing in consolidating

an independent identity and thereby deplores the division to the degree
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that identifies a day in or out with like opening and shutting the prison
gate. And he voices a strong criticism toward horrible weapons which
could destroy nature and space, and the prime offenders who would
use them. It makes little difference in the facts that any human
dreams to conquer a nature are in fact obliterating the very pure
human cherishing world with the increase in convenient means of
civilization in his criticism.

He also recognizes in his works that knowledge makes the object
of dispute over every human action, so if it pollutes human society,
such a knowledge must be cast away and in many cases, his works
contain his insistence that we should liberate ourselves from the
thought remaining unchanged and thereby create a new norm of living.
And his works imply the poet’s resisting the social absurdity in real
world to the end and disclose all social absurdities one by one, with
the poet’s spirit, not afraid of any danger of death.

The later works show his posture as it is, ascribing all the
contemporary affairs to »~ human destiny at his transcendental stand.
Just like flaming fire going die, he sees, everything follows according
to the natural law and all walk in the like way, and So does he,
which reflects his strong fatalistic side of view.

In expressing his transcendental senses, there appear three flaming
wills in his works such as a gradual rising, an exploding, and a pro-
found rising wills.

He also depicts a human profile completely beyond reality and there
is a profound state of world transcending the dimension of time and

space, whereby a certain deep contemplative world resides upright.
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