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<Abstract>

A Study on Lee Won-su's Verse

Song Yeon—-ok

Major in Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Supervised by Professor Yun Seok-san

The purpose of this study was to examine the attitude to recognize realities in Korean
nursery rhymes by analyzing how realities were recognized and reflected on verse of Lee
Won-su, who was active in Korean children’s literature from its quickening period. This
study considered the external relationship of <a period-a poet-a topic> and the inner
relationship of <a teller-a topic—structure and organization™> from an aspect of discourse.

In Chapter I, selection of topics based on Lee Won-su’s recognition of realties was
divided into the first period, the second period, and the third period and analyzed. At the
first period from the period of Japanese occupation to the liberation, Lee Won-su, who
spent his childhood and school days under the people’s affliction, felt pity for surrounding
hard lives and sorrow. So his nursery rhymes delivered regret and sorrow by describing
anguish that children could not grow childlike, pains of separated family and parting
from friends in concrete terms. At the second period, he suffered from isolation from
literary circles and loss of his family because of Korea War. That is why his verse
stopped stating realities and his eyes toward inside was changed into the process of
seeing scars caused by the war and healing them. At the third period, he began escaping
from scars by the war and looked for hope. In this situations of realities, he returned
from contrite and speculative attitudes to realities. Unlike criticism of realties seen in his

early works, however, he returned to the world of love and hope.
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In Chapter I, based on topics analyzed in Chapter II, examination was made on
tellers who appeared in his works. At the first period when he set our people’s sufferings
as the topic, he selected a teller who criticized them in order to overcome these
sufferings. Realities were difficult and hard, but the teller faced realities and showed an
attitude to deal with realities actively. At the second period, he showed a speculative
teller who felt isolation and despair because of inner and external pains. Tellers of this
type were characterized as regrettable and sympathetic persons. A teller of poems
functions as what gives consistency to contents and attitudes of the whole work. In this
respect, tellers of Lee Won-su’s verse changed entering the third period. In this period,
as topics were changed into love and hope, he showed a teller who was a male teller but
took feminine attitudes and a autobiographical teller who showed the poet’s own features.
As stated above, tellers in Lee Won su’s verse began with tellers who overcame realities,
changed into speculative tellers, and then shifted into transcendental tellers. In regard to
relationship between tellers and the poet, various tellers ranging from fictional tellers to
autobiographical tellers appeared. That tellers varied like this means that his poetic world
1s deep and wide.

In Chapter IV, formal aspects were analyzed based on analyses done in Chapter II and
I from aspects of its meanings. His works mostly selected metonymical expression that
meanings shifted into connected motives. The reason he selected metonymical expression
was that the expression connecting <A—B—C—D> can tell more remarks than
metaphorical expression of <A=B>. Likewise, he formed most works metonymically,
because he wanted to avoid difficulties in interpreting metaphorical expression and have
a teller criticize realities in person. Next, with regard to rhythms and meters, he used
poetic meter based on a 7 -5 meter in the early days of his work. However, he used
mnner rhythm in his verse to express wide inner emotions from 1929. As for color words
in lexical characteristics, he used blue colors in expressing difficulties under realities to

design future hopefully and expressed vitality and world which was close to the
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mnocence of a child. That he used white colors more gradually in the latter period may
mean that he expressed his simple life without desire along with pure and clean image.
With regard to onomatopoeic and mimetic words he used, they can be said the most
childlike and innocent language which is not interfered intellectually. In using
onomatopoeic and mimetic words, he paid more attention on light of word feeling in
onomatopoeic words and on size of word feeling in mimetic words. When it is said that
onomatopoeic words are recognized through auditory sense and mimetic words through
visual sense, his nursery rhymes can be said pictorial rather than rhythmical,
three-dimensional rather than flat, and dynamic rather than still. These characteristics of
onomatopoeic and mimetic words are different from masculine attitudes tellers of Lee
Won-su’ verse have, but these are characteristics of nursery rhymes and originated from
psychological expression that he wanted to lean toward the world of the innocent mind
of a child.

He contained sorrow and anguish of fellow countrymen who suffered under Japanese
occupation in his verse, he disclosed injustice and unfairness and wrote novels as an
advocate for the weak and the poor after the liberation. Then, he presented a direction
based on critical and realistic children’s literature developing criticism to preserve

literature under popularity and commercialism.
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