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<Abstract>

Literary World and Educational Signification of Lee Sae-Bo’s Sijo

Lee Ji-Hyun

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Sohn, O-Gyu

Lee Sae-Bo was a civil minister and a royal family in late Joseon as well as
he was a poet who left total 462 works of old sijo(Korean ancient poems) so that
reported the largest number in sijo. Previous literatures about sijo of Lee Sae-Bo
mostly had focused on a sijo of criticism against reality or a love sijo. The
purpose of this study is to look about literary world of Lee Sae-Bo’s sijo
comprehensively and to consider educational signification.

In chapter II, as basic work for understanding literary world of Lee Sae-Bo’s
sijo, this study was to examine his career and trend of sijo in 19th century. Lee
Sae—Bo did political activities smoothly while had gone through several difficulties
such as the exile into Sinjido by a family in power, Andong Kims. Life during
the exile made him be critical toward reality. Sijo in 19th century attracted wide
readers with compliance with maturity of the city and prosperity of the
amusement. At that time, a lot of anthologies, which were categorized into Ka

Kok Wollyu (ki 5 i) and Nam Hun Tae Pyeong Ka(Fd s A 7Fik) , were
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emerged and the gentries such as Cho-Hwang and Lee Sae-Bo did creative
activities lively. The gentries enjoyed to create sijo using Chinese writing as
hobby, while Lee Sae-Bo created sijo using Korean and published private
collection of sijo; it showed his love toward Korean poetry.

In chapter I, ethical sijo, sijo of criticism against reality and farmer’s song
were examined in the perspective of ethics and recognition about reality of the
gentry. Sijo of Lee Sae-Bo reflected the effectiveness of educating ethnic
customs, and it showed that he recognized literature as the container of including
moral values and used it as instructing world. Moral sijo reflected ideology of
Confucianism and moral consciousness, which tried to keep social system of
Joseon dynasty. Sijo of criticism against reality accused the sad situation of
farmers, who were exploited, in the perspective of realistic recognition for the
people, and illustrated the governor who tried to criticize and amend the greed
and atrocity of corrupt officials. Farmer's song, which emphasized the importance
of agriculture and encouraged agriculture, reflected that Lee Sae-Bo recognized
traditional agricultural living style as the culture of community’s life and he fully
understood difficulties of farmers.

In chapter IV, sadness of life during the exile and loving affair in sijo of Lee
Sae-Bo were looked about. Lee Sae-Bo represented directly his loneliness and
physical suffering in the place of exile using materials that were able to be found
commonly in his life. In addition, love sijo of Lee Sae-Bo treated positively the
motif of ‘love’, which was taboo in the gentries under the ideology of
Confucianism. Generally, his sijo sang the sadness of parting, and it showed that
excessive exposure of the sadness, which was hard to deal with, was similar
with sijo of Nam Hun Tae Pyeong Ka(p s A7) . Such sijo of Lee Sae-Bo is
significant in the point of freeing itself from ethics of Confucianism under the
society that Confucianism was dominant and representing frankly private
experiences and emotion, which was resulted from by such experiences.

In chapter V, this study considered educational signification based on literary

world of Lee Sae-Bo’s sijo. For it, this study suggested first educational goals
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related to literature in the 7th curriculum, analyzed works of sijo which were
included in secondary "Korean. textbook and 18 kinds of "Literatures textbooks,
and then delineated the result using the table.

Educational signification of Lee Sae-Bo’s sijo in content system related to
literature in current curriculum was examined in three areas: ‘transmission of
traditional values through self-experiences’, ‘understanding about ancestral life’
and ‘understanding about the literary history of sijo.” Sijo of Lee Sae-Bo, which
represented emotion like loyalty and filial piety in special experience of exile,
showed ancestral ethics. Sijo of Lee Sae-Bo also showed fetters and
contradictions in transitional period toward modern such as irregularities and
corruption of officials by Sedochongchi(Z3EE#a; government of near relative of
king and retainers with power), disorder of three governmental affairs and etc,
which will be useful to cultivate the ability of understanding the history properly.
In addition, sijo of Lee Sae-Bo played role like the bridge of connecting to sijo of
the flowering time, so that it showed the process that old sijo transited from
modern sijo to present sijo. Therefore, the problem of sijo in "Korean, and '
Literatures textbook, which attached too much importance to the periods, the
writers and the subjects, should be complemented. From it, educational effect of
enabling to understand the literary history of sijo diachronically can be expecte

d.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National

University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
August, 2008.
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