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<ABSTRACT>

The Study of Characters in Novels by Lee Sangl!

Huh, Min Suk
Korean Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Ahn, Seong Soo

This dissertation was written with two aims. One is to propose an
methodology of understanding novels of Lee Sang through the characters
appearing in them, and the other is to search both for a new way of reading
for the whole comprehension of texts and for the nature of characters which
the author had pursued. |, therefore, tried to figure out the frame and
structure of the conversational relation among characters common in every
lext, and take it as a basic principle for the interpretation of the nature of
human being to which the author had given shape in his works.

For this purpose, I chose as texts ten novels of Lec Sang, Jijuhwoi-si(A]
T8 A, 'Nalgae('271)’, 'Bongbyul-gi(;£51z2)', 'Dong-hae(&&)’. "Hwansi-gi
(47330)", 'Danbal(152)’, ‘Silhwa(%7E)’,. 'Jongsaeng-gi(#%4£32)’, then, worked
on the basis of methodology of structuralism and symbolism.

The overall results of this work are as follows.

1. The way of character-establishment and the aspects of existence in the

texts.

1) The structural characteristics in novels of Lee Sang, revealed in the study
of "Huup-gwa-sajung({£ 33 H{%)’, 'Jido-eui-amsil B 2] #5)’, are that the
author had set up the opposing relation-structure of husband and wife with a
link to the dual structure of inner and outer ego. This unique character

1) This dissertation was submitted to Committee of Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University for the degree of Master's in Education in August, 1995,



establishment mecthod, which 1s found in every novel of Lee Sang, is an
evidence that characters in those texts have conversational relationship one
another.

2) The major transformation technique in the establishment of characters is
that <a wifela woman)> is set as a symbol of essential ego, the half of dual
existential situation which the main character < I (he)> is facing, not as an
independent person.

3) The study of the aspects of characters, in terms of character
establishment method.  showed that 'Jijuhwoi-si(Z] 43 A])", 'Nalgae('271)",
‘Bongbyul-giGE L) were created as paradoxical seclf-recognition thorough
self-concealment, and ‘Dong-hae(##%)’. 'Hwansi-gi(¥J# ). 'Danbal(§i%)",
‘Silhwa(%.75)",. 'Jongsaeng-gi(#%'f:32)" as the symbols of the identity loss and
1solation.

4) The fact that < 1 (he)> always fails to adapt to reality hints that his
main character is in ‘the state of stuffed specimen’ and ‘of being separated.’

2. The aspects of troubles and desires.

1) The author, by way of opposing structure, had concealed the conflicts of
troubles and desires between nner-ego and outer—ego inside the dual structure
which has not only superficial meaning but deep meaning dreaming of the
integration of separated cgos.

2) The opnosing structure of man and woman, which is often appearing in
his novels, is a device showing the path through which < I >, the inner-ego,
suffering troubles of disharmony with reality through its appearance, the
outer-ego, finally lose his identity.

3) Because it is impossible for a hero to fully accomplish his desire the
antagonism between characters has no choice but to lead them to tragedy.
Thus, in the sense that desperate situation is mcaning the frustration of
desires, the hero is. resolved to end his life, going towards the tragic pursuit
of desires.

4) The stream of desires in those texts is identifying process. The character
suffering division of ego comes to the troubles out of disharmony with reality
to which he belongs, and the troubles are represented as the conflicts between
inner and outer ego.

5) In that sense, trouble aspects are inner personal troubles resulting from
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an extreme situation, where the major character is turning aside from
integration of egos or the path to the reality is blocked.

3. The image of human being the author had pursued.

1) The orientation of character with regard to his reality recognition, figured
out from epilogue, is presented as of breaking reality with proactive action in
Jijuhwoi-si(Z] £ 8A])’, 'Nalgae('27})’, as shrinking from reality in ‘Danbal (i
%) owing to his changes. In 'Dong-hae(&E8%)’ it is presented as being torn
between reality acceptance and response to reality, as being agonized in the
reality which he can't see without correction of his viewpoint in 'Hwansi-gi
(£J3822)". In 'Bongbyul-giGEFIEE)’ trouble of determining to discontinue the
relation with a woman "Kumhong’ is presented. In 'Silhwa(4:7£)" it is depicted
as tragic situation of not expressing his position that he can't adapt to the
reality. In "Jongsaeng-gi(§24:20) it is transfered to the stage where he comes
to think of death as a trial for the escape from tragic memory of distorted
reality.

2) The author shows two destinations through characters. One is to realize
the reality and manage to seek for a breakthrough in that. The other is to be
turning away from the reality, evne though realizing the reality.

3) By placing the problems of reality in the amid of secret personal history
by way of transformation techniques the author created an unique human
being image. which is willing to challenge the new world, getting out of
personal life.

4) Representing orientation towards the situation where he was a genius.
novels of Lee Sang are suggesting that human being who is uniting  its
separated egos in harmony be who the author is in search of.
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