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Abstract

The Study of Lee Ki-Young’s early

peasant novels

Kim Young-Hee

Korean Language and Literature
Graduate School
Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim Byung-Taek

In the history of Korean literature, peasant literature under Japan's
occupation is historically significant from nineteen twenties till thirties. In
this thesis, | considered Lee Ki-Young's early peasant novels in view of social
backgrounding and respect, which have brought about the important issues of
realism in the development of korean pro-literature, Affer that,] took aim the
literature-historical significance.

The contents summarized are followed.

1) The backgrounds of Lee Ki-Young writing peasant novels have close relation
to the circumstances of those days.Their factors are his entrance KAPF and
peasant novels as pro-literature the destitution and the structural discrepancy
of farm life experiences of his own.

The elements that effected Lee Ki-Young's peasant novels were fetters
including the individual and social life's conditions, The writer must be
experienced them. They are all important to form his view of world.

2)Lee Ki-Young's early peasant novels are developed and transfigured not only
by a unique system equal to the internal development of literature but also with
course of KAPF literature movement.

Dividing into three phases, in this paper,1 considered the social sturucture at

that time, the writer’'s senses at each phase, the pecularities of work structure



and developmental aspects of it deductively.

(1) The peasant novels in the first phase suggest that Lee Ki-Young's
literature begins the peasant novel itself, From the point of this phase’s
backgrounds, the social structure is rearranged into colonial characteristics by
Japan's intrusion without effects of literature theory. His works of this phase
are [Min-Chon ( A commoners’ village)] and [Nong Bu Joung Do-Ryung ( A Farmer
Jung Do -Ryung)].His thoughts seen in his works are the Anti-Conventional
School’'s pecularity that characters conveyed the desperate force or that sang
agricural community.

He, however, disclosed the structural discrepancy of farm life, especially the
dispute of the tenant farmer. Besides, he established characters with problem,
trying to contact urban and rural life, finally emphasizing the social role of
literature to solve the problems of a farm society.

(2) The second phase novels showed a determined attitude of recovering the
limit of the previous novels , a mass response against the realities of life and
more distinctive view of world,

This phase is assigned to “Aim-Conscious Epoch”™ of KAPF literature
movement Even in literature movement KAPF required the routine guide that the
political party maintained advanced characters were suplied to farm-life and
performed the reform of agriculture-life through labour alliance.

The literatural structure of the masterpieces written by Lee Ki-
Young, [Hong-su(Flood)], [Pu-yok(Slave Labor)] is developed to <Appearance of
positive characters - the dispute of landowner and tenant farmer - the
presentation of medium circumstance - a tenant dispute).

(3) The peasant novels of the third phase were written under the influence of
social-realism which was based on a typical circumstance. On the other hand ,
they showed an achieved look of realism by creating the typical characters . Of
his works, [Sea-wha (Painting and Calligraphic works)] and [Ko-Hyang (Hometown)]
are very outstanding. Cosidering this phase, an advanced character that had been
existed in the previous phase is eluded, shows the whole peasant mass, gives
open worlds to those who are closed and shut and encourages a group strifle that
only they are main body in solving peasants problems. Like this, they are

shaped the changing of consciousness with realism method.



But, as Japan's oppression was more severe, we couldn’t see the intensity that
we could see in Aim-Consciousness, and we instead could see inside world of
writer's consciousness and more refining,

Lee Ki-Young configurated the efforts and realities of life many groups who
wanted to release korea and thus tried to solve movements in those days

popularly and independently in respect to an advanced position.

3) As a result of above consideration,
(1) He applied pro-literature theory to his works successfully.
(2) Realism methords were strongly revealed in his works.
(3) His works were the new-style novels which couldn’t be seen in other
writers’ works or in the previous days.
After all, Lee Ki-Young's early peasant novels are the most remarkable of
pro-literature during Japan's regime, So,they are estimated a peak of a national

literature in those days.

4) We must remeasure the part of the History of Literature in 1930s.
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