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<ABSTRACT>

A Comparative Study on the Nursery Rhymes of
Yoon, Seok-Jung and Lee, Won-Su

Kim, Bo-Ram

Major in Korean Language Education
The Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Yoon, Seok-San

The purpose of this study is to understand the poetic characteristics of
nursery thymes of Yoon, Seok-jung and Lee, Won-Su, whose artistic work
reached its prime state since the quickening period of children literature,
through the comparison and analysis conducted on their poems. In this study,
nursery rhyme was regarded in the viewpoint of the discourse, which is created
in the dynamic relationship of <speaker - subject - listener> and compares and
analyzes the artistic world of the two poets. In another words, by comparing
and analyzing the difference shown in the formative side, post to analyzing the
difference between the subject and speaker corresponding to the content, the
study understands the origin of the causes of the difference to investigate the
artistic world of two authors.

Chapter I analyzes the subjects of initial, middle, and latter period of Yoon,
Seok-jung and Lee, Won-Su. Despite of unsettled periodical situation, Yoon,
Seok-jung chose the beautiful world of children’s heart as a subject from the

mitial to latter period. His subject transfigures from the pure world of
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children’s heart in the initial period to optimistic views on the real world in the
middle period, then to the look of everyday life of children in the latter period.
However, most of his works hides his will, promoting the world of children’s
heart that is always bright and fantastic. On the contrary, Lee, Won-Su sings
In negative attitude about the dark realities of the world. In the beginning, he
discovers the reality of the miserable period under colonialism; he discovers the
light of hope about the reality in the middle period; and he describes the view
of reality in front of the death he faces in a contemplative manner. In simple
words, Yoon, Seok-jung expanded his subject from surreal to real, where as
Lee, Won-Su expanded his subject from those of dark reality to optimistic and
hopeful subjects.

Chapter II investigates about the speaker of the poems in the two authors
according to the subjects analyzed in Chapter 1. Yoon, Seok-jung chooses
fictional speaker who is observative, appropriate for the subjects of pure world
of children’s mind of initial period. In the muddle period, in order to draw out
optimistic subject of children’s mind, the attitude of the speaker is also
optimistic and positive. In the latter period, a feminine and fictional speaker
sings of children’s lives, in detaill. However, as we have already discussed in
Chapter I, the subjects of the two authors possess different characteristics thus
the speaker of Lee, Won-Su is realistic. He introduces a young boy as a
speaker to draw the view of difficult reality in the initial period. The look of a
young boy is the reduction of the author’s perception of reality. In the middle
period, a speaker who had grown a little, tries to positively understand the
reality and shows the look of in—depth self-reflection. In the latter period, the
speaker has almost the same views as the author’s views of reality in front of
death, with contemplative attitude. In simple words, Yoon, Seok-jung shows the
look of omniscient and omnipotent speaker who could do anything in his

Imagination by introducing a fictional speaker. However, Lee, Won-Su shows
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his thoughts about the real world in an autobiographical view of the speaker.

Chapter I analyzes the formative areas according to the definitive state of
Chapters I and II. First of all, in terms of the problem regarding the rhythm,
there was a clear distinction between the rhythms of two authors. Yoon,
Seok-jung sings about joy about children with pure heart, thus his poems are
in stable form. In the initial period, Yoon's poem follows the standardized
rhythm of dimetre and trimetre by utilizing the alignment of regular repetition
and number of words with the purpose of nursery rhyme characteristic. In the
middle period, Yoon handles more realistic subjects and its form becomes loose.
However, it still possesses standardization of a song sung during a game. In
the latter period, poetry with pure rotational form, due to the characteristics of
feminine speaker are continuously introduced. Particularly, such characteristics
are often introduced in the cradlesongs, which were introduced in the latter
period. However, in case of Lee, Won-Su, poetry starts off from free—form
since the initial period and 'in the'latter period, his poems has the form of free
verse. This is so because the subject must be emphasized at the same time of
aligning the contents through the characteristics of a speaker who tries to
prosecute the reality rather than the rhythm. Secondly, the characteristics of the
two poets are clearly displayed in the part relevant to the poetic language.
According to the characteristics of the two authors, Yoon's works possess
many natural vocabularies, where as Lee's works possess heavy literary terms.
As so, the works of the two poets have clear distinction from the definitive to
formative states. This is an evidence of which a poem possesses an organic
relationship in all states, just as everyday conversations. Also, it is easy to see
that the world promoted by the two authors are different. Such aspects of
transfiguration of the two authors displays the fact that they had endlessly
expanded the world of nursery rhymes.
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