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(Abstract)

A Study on Yuk-sa Lee Won-rok

Kim Sung-rip

Korean Language Major
Graduate School of Education Cheju National University
Cheju Korea
Supervised by Professor Yang Jung-hae

During Japanese rule, Won-rok Lee (Yuk-sa, 1904-1944) was an excellent writer of
modern Korean poetry. All his life he was a patriot, a revolutionary fighter with an under-
fatigable poetic spirit.

He came under the influence of traditional Confuscianism taught by his parents and
died in jail just 1 year before liberation. Throughout his short life, however, he wrote
no fewer than 40 works of inestimable value which revealed his unyieling spirit and ex-
cellent poetic skills.

Yuk-sa’s patriotic poetry recognized the tragic world of the time, the conflict and
frustration, ‘‘the pressure of dredful situation and the agonies of wating. The poetry
of Yuk-sa can be termed “‘the Art of Tragic Beauty’’. Society seemed to him to have
deteriorated. The results of Japanese occupation filled the intellectuals of the time with
agony and tension and made his actions inevitable.

However, he overcame the frustrations with the declining social phenomena around
him with his strong will. Through self-sacrifice in the midst of trial and tribulation, when
the Korean language was at the mercy of the Japanese regime. We are justifiably proud

of his patriotic poems and his sense of moral values.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the Requirements for the degree of Master of Education
in May, 1984,
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