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{Abstract)

REVIEW OF "DEEP RIVER, BY ENDO SHUSAKU

Ha, Myung-Chung

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Nan-Hee

Endo Shusaku is a third wave writer and is a representative Christian writer in
Japan. The characteristics of his works can be simplified as his view of Christian
religion, which is shown in most of his works. He worked on the differences between
Japanese native beliefs and western beliefs. In addition, his subjects were about the
matter of the human soul itself, not about external causes of human beings.

The inspiration for Endo literature came when he accepted the ideas of his mother
who believed in monotheism, Christianity. His subjects included how to cope with the
metamerism surrounding the West, represented by Christianity, and the East where he
grew up with belief in pantheism; and how to recognize monotheism in Japan.

The subject of this thesis is Endos late work "Deep River, This novel contains the
experiences of his life, from childhood to his late days. This work is significant as it
identifies the metamerism surrounding the West and the East, which was Endos life
long subject, and acknowledges how Japanese society recognizes monotheism.

<The metamerism surrounding the West and the East> appeared in his works as
he experienced other neighborhoods during his early childhood and met with western
Christianity when he studied in France. However, this metamerism is resolved by
indicating India as the third place where diversity and catholicity exist. Endo thought
that it was difficult to impress Asian people with God as they did not recognized
monotheism. Therefore, he worked on how to make the presence of monotheism count

among them. Endo looked for proper media of god for Asian people to resolve the

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in August, 2002.
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metamerism surrounding the two cultures, such as Ganges River, animals, weak
people, and Hindu goddess. Endo is also looking for an aspect of God by using not
only these media but also pantheism to resolve this metamesim. Also, affected by John
Hick, Endo brought religious pluralism into his works, acknowledged all gods in the
world, and resolved the differences between western god and eastern god by proposing
the way we can be saved. He is showing his God as lovely, active, and transcending
time and space.

PDeep Riveyr is meaningful as Endos last novel in his life. On top of that, this
work has great significance by simplifying the subjects of Endo literature and finding

the Japanese emotional God.
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