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<abstract>

A Study on Nature's Charms and Contemplation in Wang Wei's Poems
Kwak Kyung Lip
Department of Chinese Language & Literature
Cheju National University

Wang Wei(E£#) is known as the poet who founded a school of
poetry for scenic, pastoral beauty in Chinese mountains, rivers and
fields. He recited about the Chinese scenic, pastoral beauty
passionately. He was also an outstanding landscape painter held in
veneration as a founder of namjongwha(FA%#&: a sect of Chinese
old paintings) by Dong Qi Chang( EHE) in the Ming Dynasty. He
made Mo Jie(EEE5), an ascetic who had practiced Buddhist
austerities at his home as well as the hero of the book, Wei Mo
Jing(#EERE), as his nom de plume, which means he was wholly
devoted to Buddhism.

It is in the nature poems of his own that the natural charms of
the landscape and the profound principle of contemplation are
depicted picturesquely.

The days of his life were in turbulent times on the one hand and
peaceful ruling period on the other. He cherished an ambition to
take part in the affairs of state as a young man. He was, however,
completely absorbed in Buddhism after feeling frustrated in
politics. He was trying to pursue the mental liberty by sublimating
external problems inward which he faced as a bystander. Then he
freed himself from worldly trouble, retired to hermitage in the
country and led a secluded life.

When he felt harassed by earthly passions, Wang Wei found the
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mental solace in the hills and rivers, which were meant to him an
object of contemplation as well as a place to relieve himself from
anxieties. Contemplating nature and enjoying the beauty of hills and
rivers gave him tranquility and led him to a state of deep
contemplation. Wang Wei spent his later years absorbing himself in
Buddhism and seeking after natural tranquility while idling away his
time. Therefore, the natural charms in Wang Wei's poetry can be
regarded as being at leisure and comfort. During the period of the
Great Tang Dynasty, Buddhism so flourished that men of both a
noble family and letters were absorbed deeply in the contemplation
of Mahayanist Buddhism. Wang Wei was not an exception.

Studying on Wang Wei's contemplation philosophy helps us grasp
the world of letters as well as the trend of the times.

This study has analyzed the artistic beauty and characteristics
found in his natural, contemplative poems, which is his major
literary trend.

Tao Yuan Ming(#Ji{88)'s pastoral poems and Xie Ling Yuan(GH%E
i#)'s landscape ones, which appeared simultaneously in the era of
the Southern & Northern Dynasty, Wei, Jin, formed the matrix of
Chinese pastoral landscape poetry. The poems, which had not
shown any chief distinctions until then, came into being as nature
poetry, which is combined with pastoral landscape poems by Wang
Wei and Meng Hao Ran(FHi#&#R) during the era of the Greatest Tang
Dynasty. Wang Wei, who had composed poems well and been
proficient in painting and music as a child, was frustrated in his
early official career. After wandering about in contradictions of life,
he tried to find out the mental freedom by retiring to nature and
taking a philosophical view of earthly life. However, he didn't drop
his acquaintance with the -earthly life resolutely, leading a
contradictory life of serving as a public servant on the one hand
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and living a secluded life on the other, and then being gradually
absorbed in Buddhism. Therefore, the nature poems of his later life
include lots of poems filled with Buddhistic philosophy. His
Buddhism was not confined to a specific denomination; on the
contrary, he extended the scope of his knowledge widely to all the
Buddhism principles including the southern & northern sects; he
was receptive to the Buddhism suitable for his ideal. In other
words, Wang Wei took advantage of Buddhism as a means of
rationalizing the way that he was ingratiating himself with the
realities of life.

It is nihilism and desolation that Wang Wei tried to seek after.
Buddhism, which exerted such great influence on his poems
that you can feel sometimes 'view of emptiness' or Buddhistic
contemplation, was well imprinted on his poems. Large parts of
natural charms and contemplation expressed in Wang Wei's poems
represent the mixture of Buddhistic principles and natural features
of the season. The style of his poetry can be said to represent
such natural charms as being perfectly clear, quiet and idle, which
also means that his poetry is neat and tidy as well as suave and
meeKk.

Wang Wei's poetic words are full of such implication and meaning
that we can feel the poet's inner world came into full maturity
because his temperament seems to be meek and noble.

Wang Wei looks at nature from a different point of view, which is
contrary to Tao Yuan Ming and Xie Ling Yun's thought on a
sequestered life.

When we read Wang Wei's poems, which give a vivid description
of nature, we can see that his poems have no desire, express a
serene state of mind and let readers feel tranquil and idling. Wang
Wei's nature poems have a tender feeling for the rural landscape

- 116 -



peaceful, idling and solitary as well as the great scenic beauty. In
addition, since he has a sharp eye for the scenery, he can catch
hold of distinguishing features of natural beauty and express in
terse style, so that readers are reminded of something endless.
Therefore, readers can feel the contemplating meaning is combined
with poetical sentiment and artistic merit of a picture exquisitely in
his nature poems.

He retreats to nature, assumes the attitude of an onlooker about
the world and regards nature as a hiding place delivered from
worldly existence. The way of his passive living came to leave a
flaw in his poetry history. However, the poet considered nature in
relation to human beings, spoke for the contemplating meaning and
artistic merit within natural beauty, applied a new view of nature
different from the previous concepts to a creation of poetry in the
Chinese poetic history and accomplished a world of lyric poetry, in
which human beings are associated with nature.
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