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<Abstract>

The Self-consciousness as a Women in Fride and Prejudice

Oh, Hee Lim

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yang, Young Soo

Jane Austen represents her woman-consciousness in FPride and Prejudice. She
is conscious of the question of the women who lived in a system of patriarchy
and expressed the questions through love and marriage in this novel.

The first step of this thesis is to bring the different views of womanhood
embodied by Elizabeth, the self-confident heroine of this novel and other female
characters preoccupied by traditional patriarchism in 18th,19th century. Then the
relationship between a man and a woman and Austen's woman-consciousness
through Darcy and Elizabeth's mental development.

In Pride and Prejudice traditional women are represented through Jane, Mrs.
Bennet, Lydia, and Charlotte. Jane is described as a beautiful woman and an
"angel in the house". She is kindhearted but she has a passive attitude. Mrs.
Bennet and Lydia lacking in judgement and emotion. Mrs. Bennet often shows her
weak-mindedness by not forming her duty as a mother. Lydia is so passionate
that she runs away with Wickham without marrying him. Mrs. Bennet and Lydia

show their irrational aspects by not realizing their nonsensical and dishonorable
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act. Charlotte is described as the woman who chose marriage for the stability of
livelihood. Her marriage reveals that she adapts to the society at that time.

In contrast Elizabeth develops her ego through reading many books and
experiencing the society in which she lives. She has the kind of the intelligence
and discernment that are not found in other women. She is cleverer and more
discreet than Collins and Wickham who have got a college education.

In Pride and Prejudice Austen shows an ideal relationship between a man and
a woman based on mutual understanding and respect. The hero, Darcy's pride and
the heroine, Elizabeth's prejudice continually give rise to complications. The two
finally become conscious of themselves. This work describes the process of the
resolution about this matter.

Elizabeth has not only vigor and wit but also intelligence and sensitivity. Darcy
looks like a snobbish and arrogant gentleman, but he is also honest and sure of
himself. Elizabeth has a biased opinion of her own intelligence and judgement ;
Darcy also has a proud sense partly justified, but it must be a defect that in the
course of the novel will have to be disclosed and rectified.

Elizabeth's criticism ‘of Darcy causes him to some changes in consciousness.
Elizabeth feels dishonor because of Darcy's objections to her family. They try to
overcome their defects until they find the most suitable partner in the other. In
the end, Elizabeth and Darcy are united in fruitful harmony with recognizing a
new cognition of themselves. After all, Austen claims that mutual respect and
affection make the best and safest basis for a happy marriage. It is perhaps no
wonder that such a marriage proves capable of giving eternal delight. In Pride
and Prejudice Austen declares that man and woman are equal at least in their

reciprocal respectability of each others affection.
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