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15) Ellen Moers, Literary Woman.(New York: Doubleday, 1976), p. 130.
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16) Simone De Beauvoir, The Second Sex. Trans. and Ed. H. M. Parshley. (New York:
Knopf, 1953), p. 28.
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{Abstract)

Ideal Marriage in Pride and Prejudice

Oh, Eun Kyoung

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yang, Young Soo

Patriarchal and snobbish contemporary social climate contributed to having an
improper view and customs of marriage rampant when Jane Austen was alive. In
Pride and Prejudice, the author described how a woman became awakened, sensible
and grew up against all the odds in contradictory society characterized by patriarchy
and gender inequality. She keenly pointed out that indecent, corrupt marriage practices
were prevailing on account of worldly reason and social atmosphere of downplaying
women, and she posed a question about contemporary social reality, namely how poor
women had to lead their lives in feudal, patriarchal system where marriage was the

only way for them to get out of their situations.

In this novel, a view of marriage governed by male chauvinism was taken for
granted. Charlotte was portrayed as a woman who chose loveless marriage just to
seek economic security. From her marriage, it could be inferred how contemporary
disadvantaged women had to live, and she was a good example of a woman who
adjusted herself to snobbish society without raising any questions about that. Lydia

committed a fault by running away with Wickam on the spur of the moment without

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree of Master
of Education in August, 2005.
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getting married, just being fascinated by his appearance. They were never ashamed of
their stupid and shameful conduct. Jane was good-looking and obedient enough to
conform to contemporary biased standard. She was good-natured and looked only at
the positives of, other people, but she was too passive to express her own desire or
feelings candidly, and failed to make a discerning judgment of her reality.

Contrasted with these three female characters , Elizabeth was self-assertive, active,
intelligent, cool-headed and yet warm-hearted in dealing with love affairs. Her
perpetual self-examination served to facilitate her growth, and she had a sharp insight
to look at reality in a critical manner. She kept reinventing herself without being
intimidated in spite of being disadvantaged financially and educationally. She grew
positive and progressive, and defied social and financial gender inequality in
male-dominated, patriarchal society in the end of the 18th century. She got happily
married in the course of self-discovery and personal growth, and showed that an ideal
marriage would be reliant on good understanding and judgment.

Elizabeth was wise enough to tide over various difficulties caused by androcentric,
snobbish convention that treated women' in an inhuman way, and she finally got
married in pursuit of self-realization. Her character indicates that it’s an eternal truth
that discreet self- reflection and human understanding are a sure road toward a happy

marriage, no matter how one is in a disadvantageous position.
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