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<ABSTRACT>
A Study on Music Curriculum for Arts High School
Oh Gi-bong
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Jang Hong-yong

The tremendous advance in science has brought us material affluence,
and the way of looking at the mental world has changed. Modern people
have a better eye for arts, call for higher artistic experience and show a
bigger interest in arts education than before.

In our nation, general arts education is provided by elementary school,
secondary school and university optional courses, and professional arts
education 1s mostly offered by arts college. The Korean education system
1s so stiff that universities are nearly the only places for students to
experience professional arts education, whereas there is a loud cry for
early professional arts education. Arts high school is mentioned as one of
the possible solutions to address such a need.

After a private Seoul Arts High School was established in 1953 for the
first time, National Traditional Arts High School was founded in 1955, and
in the 1960s and 1970s, Seoul Traditional Arts High School, Gyeongbuk

Arts High School and Weongwang Information & Arts High School were
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established. Since the late '80s, the number of arts high school has been
on the rise, and there are 25 national, public and private arts schools
across the nation as of 2003, where would-be artists are produced.
Although it has been 50 years since the first arts high school was opened,
the professional curriculum for arts high school only were just prepared in
1989 as part of the bth national curricula, and then it has continued to be
included in the 6th and 7th national curricula.

The purpose of this study was, therefore, to delve into music curriculum

for arts high school in the 5th, 6th and 7th national curricula.

After the concept and definition of curriculum were discussed, the school
systems and music curricula in Germany, France, the United Kingdom and
Japan were described, and what arts high school curricula have pursued
and how many such schools existed in the nation were explained. And
then the bth, 6th and 7th arts high school curricula were reviewed, and
how many units were allocated to general and professional classes were
investigated. Specifically, the 7th national arts curricula were closely
examined. Finally, it's attempted to determine some of the right directions
for arts high school music department and to discuss how the 7th national
curricula should be applied to arts high schools. 25 arts high schools were
selected in this study from across the nation, and schools that had nothing
to do with music department were excluded.

In conclusion, the curricula in the arts high schools seemed to focus on
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practice in pursuit of fostering expert performers only. As they initially
alm at nurturing arts specialists, they should provide students with not
only practical education but a variety of related learning opportunities.
Compared to the previous ones, the 7th national curricula take learner
ability into more account and make a lot of progress in professional
courses, but it's expected that there are a lot of difficulties in their
implementation. There should be a sufficient number of arts high schools,
but it's equally important to develop those schools into higher professional
ones, by managing them in the same manner as conservatory of music, so
that students could receive better—quality education and grow into expert

musicians.52)

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in 2003.
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