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Abstract

Participation in Women's Vocational Training Programs
- with a focus on Jeju Special Self-Governing Province -

Ko, Eun-joo

Department of Home Management

Graduate School of Jeju National University

Supervised by Prof. Kim, Hye-yeon, Ph. D.

As more women engage in economic activities, there has been an increase in the
number of women joining the workforce. Developing the female workforce has become
an important issue together with vocational training programs for women.

This study examines vocational training programs for women provided by specialized
agencies and institutes in the Jeju region, which has traditionally exhibited a high rate
of female participation in the workforce. Students from the three largest vocational
training centers in Jeju-- the Woman Resources Development Center, the Jeju Women's
Development Center, and the Seogwipo City Women's Cultural Center-- were surveyed
regarding their participation, satisfaction with vocational training programs, and personal
characteristics that might affect program experiences. The aim of this study is to
provide baseline data and analysis that can be used in policy proposals for the
improvement of existing vocational training programs.

The sample included 397 respondents surveyed over the period of June 23rd to
September 12th, 2008. Questionnaires were created according to the accepted norms of
existing research in the field, with questions about respondents' general characteristics,
their participation in vocational training programs, and their satisfaction with such
programs. Overall trends in the data were explored using frequency, percentage, and

average. Deeper analysis was carried out using frequency analysis, Chi-Square analysis,
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and ANOVA. Finally, error- and significance-testing was achieved using Duncan's
Multiple Range Test (MRT) and the t-test. SPSS was the statistical package used to
run the analyses.

The major results of the study are as follows.

First, most of the students in female vocational training programs are under 30 years
of age, have education beyond high school, and aren't economically disadvantaged.
Many of the students in vocational training possessed prior job experience, particularly
in clerical or technical fields, or as regular company employees. However, most of the
students had not worked in over 6 years. The most common reason given for
participating in vocational training programs was "gaining employment", however other
reasons frequently cited were "making good use of spare time" and "vocational training
as a hobby". Such responses are startling as they suggest that not all students
receiving vocational training have employment as their ultimate goal.

Second, inconveniences experienced by participants in vocational training programs
included difficulties securing childcare, economic stress, and transportation problems.
However, most respondents said that the programs met their expectations. Suggestions
for improving the curriculum of female vocational programs included creating technical
certificate programs, increasing the diversity of programs on offer, providing support
services for employment and seclf-employment, and establishing a class for obtaining
licenses related to employment.

Third, most participants were satisfied overall with their vocational training
experiences. Students who already had jobs exhibited the highest satisfaction over the
educational environment and the institutions providing educational programs. However,
respondents with certain general characteristics exhibited a marked lack of satisfaction
with the training programs, which suggests that the programs need to be more targeted.

The results of this study illustrate the need to separate vocational/employment

training from general education. Also, vocational training programs for women need to

become more differentiated to address the needs of specific groups.
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