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< Abstract>

Endo Shusaku’s TSilence;

-a study focused on maternal christanity in Shusaku’s work-

Ko, Kyong—- Soon

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Jin, Eun-Sook

Endo Shusaku is postwar Japanese novelist who seek endless metaphysical world
through criticism and works on religious subject. A Catholic writer was preoccupied with
the existence of matter and pointed out his principal on Japanese, Christianity,
monotheism, pantheism, and God in his initial criticism. He deepened his principle through
a series of his works T"White Man;(1955), "Yellow Man,;(1955), "The Sea and Poison,
(1957) and when ’Silence;(1966) was published, it was in his prime.

He was baptized from his mother when he was young. However, he came to recognize
baptism as unsuitable while studying in France and choose japanizing his religion as his
literature theme. Adapting Western Christianity into Japan, where the climate of
pantheism is commonplace, was his starting point as a Japanese Christian writer. And
this concept can be found in the work FSilence;, which was written after his long
struggle against illness over the two and a half years. In this sense, TSilence; is a
extended world of his literature since his work "White Many; and criticism. It is so
revolutionary in terms of subject, theme, and the basic tone that act as a watershed in
his world of literature.

This study is focused on defining the main theme of FSilence; by examining the

%) A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
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process of change from paternal Christianity to maternal Christianity so that it can be
accepted properly in the pantheism-bound Japan.

Rodrigues, the main character of this novel, changed his mind and moved toward
maternal Christianity with humans suffered for weakness in [Silence;. He had been
taught and learned strong and strict paternal Christianity in the western church, but
came to change his idea to maternal Christianity in Japan where Catholic is persecuted.
In this process, stereotypical human Kichijiro frequently seduces him. He act as Judas in
this novel. Because of his inborn weak nature, Kichijiro see Rodrigues as disgusting and
contemptible. He compared his repeated lifestyle of renegation and restoration of faith
with Rodrigues’s consistent lifestyle. It can be said that accepting Kichijiro into
Rodrigues's mind is his given task. When he trample the portrait of Christ(Fumie) to
demonstrate his renegade for his followers, Rodrigues finally get to understand what
Jesus told Judas. Having heard inner voice of Christ saying "Trample it, I forgive you ”,
thought Jesus should be tender like mother and accept any trespass of a weak man,
Judas, with forgiveness and love. Here, salvation of the weak defined as Judas(Kichijiro)
is being made. The weak part of human that Endo presented in "Silence” became a
motive for developing the concept of Christianity from hardly accepted one in Japan to
comprehensible maternal one.

This consciousness change of Rodrigues is well-portrayed through Christ’s changing
face in his inner-self. Rodrigues pictured Christ’s face in his mind for several times and
its face altered as psychological change occurred in Rodrigues's inside. As his faith
shaken and frustrated, Christ’s face undergo gradual change from paternal appearance to
tender mother figure. The author depict Rodrigues’s inner reflection through the change
of Christian’s face, which symbolize Christian’s altered paternal face. It showed his strict
religious faith learning from former church changed when Rodrigue renegade it. It can be
seen that he come to understand Japanese’ mental climate after experiencing conflicts in
Japan, finding suitable God's appearance in Japan.

Therefore, the god that Endo was achieving through Rodrigues was "all-is—forgiven,
lovely, partner-like Christ”, not like "judge, rage and paternal Christ”. The maternal
Christ presented infSilence; was ended its long journey to explore Christ’s ideal which
is universal in all mental field.

Since FSilence;, Endo’s long march to find mostly accepted Christianity to Japanese
went on, and was determined by a series of his works "Upon the Dead Sea;(1973), TA

Biography of Jesus;(1973), "Birth of Christy(1978), "Deep River,;(1993)
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