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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Effect of Mother's Employment on
Her Child's Achievement
- in the city of Cheju -

Park Young Son

Commerce Education Major,
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Yeong-Chun

The purpose of this study was to make an experimental analysis of how
mother’s employment affected elementary school fifth- or sixth— grade
child. The research questions were posed as below:

First, what kind of difference does a mother’'s employment make to her
child’s achievement?

Second, what kind of difference do an unemployed mother’s educational
background and maternal attitude make to her child’s achievement?

Third, what kind of difference do an employed mother’'s educational

* A thesis submitted to the committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Education in August, 1999.



background, maternal attitude and job characteristics make to her child’s
achievement?

Fourth, what is an unemployed mother’s influence of educational
background and maternal attitude on her child’s achievement?

Fifth, what is an employed mother’s influence of educational background,
maternal attitude and job characteristics on her child’s achievement?

To address the research questions, questionnaire survey was carried out
against the fifth- and sixth—-grade students of elementary schools who
lived in the city of Cheju. Among them, the responses from 471 were
chosen for analysis. The collected data were analyzed by SAS program,
and the statistical techniques used for experimental analysis were
frequency, mean, percentage, Chi-Square test, t-test, One-way ANOVA,
correlation, and regression analysis. The findings of this study were as
follows:

First, whether a mother was employed or not didn't make statistically
significant difference to all the subdomains of her child’'s achievement.

Second, for unemployed mothers, their children’s achievement was
significantly different according to their educational background, their
expectation for child’s educational level, and their degree of communication
openness.

Third, for employed mothers, their children’s achievement was different

statistically and significantly according to their expectation for child’'s



educational level and their degree of communication openness.

Fourth, for unemployed mothers, their children’s achievement was more
positively affected by their better educational background, their higher
expectation for child’s educational level, and their better communication
openness. On the other hand, the degree of supporting child’s learning
didn't have an influence.

Fifth, for employed mothers, their children’s achievement was more
positively influenced by their higher expectation for child’'s educational

level and their better communication openness.
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