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<Summary>

A Study on the Cultivation of Democratic Civil Consciousness

through the Student Assembly in Elementary School

Koh, Moon-Gil

National Ethics Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yang, Gil-Hyun

Cultivating a sound human nature and a democratic citizen’s quality is one of
the important goals of the education today. For this goal, many kinds of
democratic civil education are carried out in school. Though, we have little
results on cultivating practical democratic citizen’s conscieceness, because there
have been a democracy as ‘a knowledge rather than a democracy as a life in
school.

A more preferable way to the democratic civil education, I think, will be
student—centered and student—participating one. Therefore, the Student
Assembly, which is organised in most schools, can play a key role in the
democratic civil education.

The Student Assembly is aimed at having students be interested in all things
happened in school, making student have self-controlling attitude, respecting
others’ opinion, having responsibility as its member, keeping public order,
helping its development, and solving problems by their reasonable decision. In
addition, its activities are guided by students themselves, that is to say, their
activities are independent. Through these activities, students can cultivate the

basic disposition and attitude which are needed for a democratic citizen.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of Master
of Education in August. 2002.
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In reality, however, not only teachers but also student are rack of
understanding of the meaning and the practical way of those activities. Rack of
the circumstances, too.

This study is to comprehend the goals, contents and methods of the activities
of the Student Assembly, which is one of the special courses and an
autonomous school activity in the present Curriculums, and to understand their
problems. By doing so, we can formulate the meaning and characteristics of the
Student Assembly as a way of cultivating the democratic civil conscience.

In conclusion, the important points to be put into practice are as follows.

First, the atmosphere of school should be democratically created.

Second, the range of activities of the Student Assembly should be over all
classes, and all teachers should guide it.

Third, the activities of the Student Assembly should be consisted of practical
themes.

Forth, the ever lasting guide from teachers is needed.

Finally, the class meeting is needed, too.
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