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<Abstract>

A Study on the current condition of children choirs

and proposals for improvements

Kim, Heeja
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University.
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Lee, Chunki

Teaching choral music to children is a marvelous process of inspiring them
with full vitality. Children’s experiences as choir members help them to feel a
strong sense of community through harmonizing with other children with
different voices.

The purpose of this thesis i1s to devise more desirable and effective
techniques to teach children choirs, to find improvements based on a survey
of conductors in Jeju private children’s choirs, and to gather their opinions
and attitudes in this field.

The subjects for this survey are nine children choir members in Jeju, and
through research on the actual condition of Jeju private children choirs my

conclusions are listed like this:

1. In terms of conductors, they are so experienced that they are gaining
amazing achievements in an attempt to reach the pinnacle of musical
perfection.

2. One problem they have is that it is difficult to draw members. Generally,

_42_



children of grade 5-6 in primary school have highly-developed voices. In
reality, children of that age are apt to be very busy with school and
private tutoring that they move away from joining choirs. Therefore,
conductors draw their members from grade 1-2 in primary school rather
than holding auditions. As a result, the standard of children choirs seem

to be in decline.

3. Another problem they have is that conductors have some difficulties
teaching vocal exercises. Based on my observations, some leaders teach only
genuine voice to grade 1-2 children in primary school. Others teach only head
voice to their children because it's easy for them to choose diverse music for
the choir. Also, there are choir conductors who teach both genuine voice
for the low-pitched tone, and head voice for the high-pitched tone. More

studies on vocal exercises for children choirs should be done.
4. To lead the choir effectively, leaders encourage their children to find

joy through musical performances, rather than focus too much on vocal

exercises.
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