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<Abstract>

A Comparative Literary Study on Abe Kobo and Franz.Kafka

- Focused on Sand Woman and Metamorphosis -

Ko, Min-Jung

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Sung—-Bong

Abe Kobo, in the East and Franz Kafka, in the West are authors who
expose human alienation of the modern society through showing confined
and desperate living conditions. Abe, who accomplishes a great career in the
modern Japanese literature, has an extraordinary personal history in that he
grew up in Manchuria but has Hokkaido as his permanent domicile, while he
was born in Tokyo. Kafka, who was born in a rich Jewish family in Prague,
always felt isolated due no sense of belonging to the German nor to the
Jewish. These two authors also have a common experience in that they lived
during the First and Second World Wars. They deal with ‘consciousness of

the strangers’ and ‘war experience’ that make them go on wandering without

%) A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in August, 1999.
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settling down and embody, in their works, isolation, alienation, homelessness
and the search for a place to settle down in modern society.

Today’s human beings are so dwarfed and standardized among the masses
that they lose their own lives. These two authors use the motives of
‘exterior change’ and ‘interior change’ to criticize the problem of human
alienation. In particular, they use existentialism and surrealism to describe
the aspects of their heroes/heroines. Burdened with duties and responsibilities
of their labors and jobs in the extreme situation, they are alienated from
their own labors and also human society. The isolation and the alienation
separate their inner world from their outer world and these motives enable
them to escape from the absurd reality, that is, the heroin of Sand Woman
and the hero of Metamorphosis, Gregore, construct their new lives, she by
finding herself a sand woman and he by returning to a free—self respectively.

As 1s mentioned above, Abe and Kafka try to find something extraordinary
from the ordinary situations and criticize today’s absurd reality filled with
alienations. Their differing views of the literature and the world, in spite of
their same background of World War I and II, make them pursue the
compromise-oriented and the conflict-oriented world respectively in their
works.

It is undeniable that Abe has had an influence from Kafka as he has from
many other western authors. Abe’s works show the difference from those of
Kafka in that Abe’s heroes cultivate their lives with positive attitude and
make a new start from the loss. Therefore his abilities and creativity should

be appreciated.
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