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ABATRACT

A Study on the Relationships
between Mothers” Facilitative Communication
Perceived by Elementary School children
and School Adjustment

Kim, Hyun- Suk

Counseling Psychology Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National Unversity
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Park, Tae- Soo

This study is made on the purpose of furnishing fundamental data to
create circumstances for effective communication between mothers and
children by showing the relationship among children’s environmental
variables, frequency of mothers-children communication, facilitative
communication and the children’s school adjustment. Here follow the
concrete questions of the study;

First, how does the frequency of communication between mothers and
children differ according to children’s environmental variables?

Second, how do the sub-variables of mothers’ facilitative communication
with children (empathic understanding, unconditional positive regard,

genuineness) differ according to children’s environmental variables?

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in August, 1999.
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Third, how do the sub-variables of children’s school adjustment
(relationship with teachers and friends, school learning and obedience of
school rules) differ according to children’s environmental variables?

Fourth, how does school adjustment differ according to frequency of
mothers” communication with children?

Fifth, how does school adjustment differ according to mothers” facilitative
communication?

Sixth, how does children’s school adjustment correlate with mothers’
facilitative communication?

The subject of this study were 585 elementary school children in Che-ju
as samples and analyzed 549 of them in the end. The data were analyzed
by the statistical methods of one-way analysis of variance t-examination,

Pearson’s Correlation by SPSS,/PC+

The results from the samples are;

First, female children and those whose level of life is higher show
higher frequency of communication with mothers.

Second, as to the sub-variables of facilitative communication ; those
whose level of life is higher belong to the higher level of facilitative
communication in empathic understanding. In unconditional positive regard,
female children belong to the higher level of facilitative communication
than male children. And those whose level of life is higher and whose
mothers got higher education belong to the higher level of facilitative
communication in unconditional positive regard. Female children belong to
the higher level of facilitative communication in genuineness than male
children.

Third, as to the sub-variables of school adjustment; female children and

,70,



those whose level of life is higher show better adjustment to relationship
with teachers. In case that children’s level of life is higher and their
mothers graduated from the high school. The children are better in
relationship with friends. Children whose level of life is higher and whose
mothers got higher education show better adjustment to school learning.
And obedience of school rules differs little according to the children’s
environmental variables.

Forth, school adjustment made up of the sub-variables of relationship
with teachers and friends, school learning, and obedience of school rules, is
higher when communication frequency is higher.

Fifth, the children who belong to the higher level of facilitative
communication in empathic understanding, unconditional positive regard,
and genuineness show higher school adjustment together with its
sub-variables of relationship with teachers and friends, school learning,
and obedience of school rules.

Sixth, there are positive correlations between mothers” facilitative
communication with children and the children’s school adjustment. When
facilitative communication and its sub-variables (empathic understanding,
unconditional positive regard, genuineness) are higher, school adjustment
and its sub-variables (relationship with teachers and friends, school learning
and obedience of school rules) are also higher. Those who belong to the
higher level of genuineness adjust to school learning better.

Therefore, the results of this study show that there are positive
correlations between school adjustment and the higher level of facilitative

communication.
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