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<Abstract>

Relationship between Children’s Psychological Home
Environment and Their Interpersonal Cognitive
Problem Solving Skills

Song Eun-Ju

Counseling Psychology Major
Graduate School of Education Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Hur Chul-Soo

The objective of the present study is to identify psychological home
environment variables that may improve children’s interpersonal cognitive
problem solving skills by determining if children’s psychological home
environment is related to their interpersonal cognitive problem solving
skills. For this purpose, this study set up the following research problems.
First, is children’s interpersonal cognitive problem solving skills different
according to the group personality of their home?

Second, is children’s interpersonal cognitive problem solving skills
different according to the psychological process of their home?

Third, is positive/negative alternative solution thinking correlated with
children’s psychological home environment?

To answer these questions and verify hypotheses, this study conducted a

% The present thesis was submitted in August 2003 to the Committee of
the Graduate School of Education in Jeju National University for a

master's degree in Education,
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questionnaire survey on 223 children from 6 elementary schools in Jeju
City.

The assessment instrument to measure children’s psychological home
environment was the part of the group personality and psychological
process of home in Jeong Won-sik’s (1989) Home Environment Diagnosis
Test (for higher-grade elementary school students). Three variables,
expectation for the parents’ role, mutual attitude between family members
and cohesion of the family were measured with regard to the group
personality of home, and four variables, achievement/non-achievement,
openness/closeness, acceptance/rejection and autonomy/heteronomy with
regard to the psychological process of home. To investigate children’s
interpersonal cognitive problem solving skills, this study used the Korean
version of Spivack’s (1976) ICPS (Interpersonal Cognitive Problem
Solving—test) and Pellegrini’s (1985) MEPS-R that modified the marking
criteria and story contents of the former, both of which were translated
by Yang Jin-hee (1992) and Park Hee-suk (1985) for Korean children.
Alternative solution thinking and two sub-factors of result prediction
thinking were tested.

After the test, the present researcher processed the results electronically,

and carried out t-test to verify hypotheses.

From the processes presented above, this study drew the following
conclusions.

First, children’s interpersonal cognitive problem solving skills is different
according to the group personality of home. In particular, children’s result
prediction thinking varies significantly. When family members’ attitudes
are positive and the family is strongly cohesive, children have more result
prediction thinking.

Second, children’s interpersonal cognitive problem solving skills is
different according to the psychological process of home. In particular,
children with higher psychological process of home have more alternative

solution thinking and result prediction thinking. Furthermore, acceptant
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and autonomous groups have more alternative solution thinking than
rejective and heteronomous groups.

Third, the group personality and psychological process of home is
correlated with positive / negative alternative solution thinking.

That i1s, when expectation for the parents’ role, attitudes between family
members and the cohesion of family are high, children have positive
alternative solution thinking, and vice versa. In addition, when home
environment 1s acceptant and autonomous children have positive
alternative solution thinking, and when it is rejective and heteronomous

they have negative alternative solution thinking.

According to the conclusions presented above, children’s interpersonal
cognitive problem solving skills is influenced by their home environment.
Therefore, this study suggests that, to heighten children’s interpersonal
problem solution thinking, it iS necessary to improve home environment

factors related to the thinking.
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