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<Abstract>

The Relationship Between the Type of Children’s MMTIC
Character
and their Behaviors to Cope with Stress

Boo, Sun Hee

Major in Counseling Psychology
Graduate School of Education Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Park, Tae Soo

The objective of the present study is to determine the relationship
between the types of children’'s character according to
Murphy-Meisgeier Type Indicator for Children (MMTIC) and their
behaviors to cope with stress. For this purpose, this study set up the

following research questions.

1. In what relationship are the four preference indicators (E-I, S-N,
T-F, J-P) of character type with children’s behaviors to cope with
stress?

2. In what relationship are the four functions (ST, SF, NT, NF) of

character type with children’s behaviors to cope with stress?

* The present thesis was submitted in August 2003 to the Committee of the Graduate
School of Education in Cheju National University for a master’'s degree in
Education.
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3. In what relationship are the four dispositions (S], SP, NT, NF) of

character type with children’s behaviors to cope with stress?

For this study, the present researcher performed MMTIC test on 457
fifth—- and sixth-year students of four elementary schools to
investigate their type of character and selected 183 of them (97 male
and 86 female students) whose four preference indicators are

distinctive.

In addition, a questionnaire survey was conducted on children’s
behaviors to cope with stress in terms of four factors, which are
active behavior, passive/evasive behavior, aggressive behavior and
social-support—oriented behavior, using a questionnaire developed by
Min Ha-yeong & Yu An-jin (1988) and modified and adapted by Park
Jin-a (2001).

Collected data were analyzed using SPSS/PC+. T-test was carried
out to analyze the relationship between the preference indicators of
character type and children’s behaviors to cope with stress, F-test to
analyze the relationship between psychological functions, disposition
types and children’s behaviors to cope with stress, and Scheffe’'s test

to determine differences between functions and between dispositions.

From the process presented above, the following conclusions were
drawn.
First, compare to children of introvert (I), sensing (S) and thinking

(T) character, those of extrovert (E), intuition (N) and feeling (F)
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character do more active and social-support-oriented behaviors to cope
with stress. Children of thinking (T) character do a lot of aggressive
behaviors against stress. However, no difference was found in
behaviors to cope with stress between children of judgmental and
perceptive character.

Second, according to the four functions of children’s character type,
NT typed children tend to behave aggressively while NF typed
children tend to pursue social support. On the other hand, ST typed
children do least active and social-support—oriented behaviors compared
to children of the other types of character.

Third, significant differences were found in active, aggressive and
social-support-oriented behaviors according to the four dispositions of
children’s character type. In particular, aggressive behaviors were most
frequent in NT typed children.

Putting these conclusions together, children behave differently to
cope with stress according to their MMTIC character type, and they
are coping Wwith stress effectively through active, aggressive and
social-support-orient

ed behaviors.

The results of this study are expected to provide basic materials for
education and counseling of children in order to identify children’s
character types properly in terms of development and help them to

cope with stress effectively.
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