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ABSTRACT

The relationship between the characteristics of peer group
in the childhood and the attitudes toward school life*

Kim Mi-Kyoung

Counseling Psychology Major
Graduate School of Education,

Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Ko, Myoung-Kyu

The purpose of this study is to analyze the relationship between
the characteristics of peer group that children form and their attitudes
toward school life. According to these purpose, I set up the following

hypothesis.

Hypothesis 1. There would be notable differences between a factor
which forms peer group and the attitudes toward
school life according to sex and area.

1.1 There would be notable differences between a
approach factor of peer group and the attitudes

toward school life according to sex and area.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,

Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

degree of Master of Education in August, 1999.
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1.2

Hypothesis 2.

2.1

2.2

2.3

There would be notable differences between a
similarity factor of peer group and the attitudes
toward school life according to sex and area.

There would be notable differences between a type of
peer group and the attitudes toward school life
according to sex and area.

There would be notable differences between the
number of friend of peer group and the attitudes
toward school life according to sex and area.

There would be notable differences between the
existence of the head of peer group and the attitudes
toward school life according to sex and area.

There would be notable differences between the where
or not of the faction and the attitudes toward school

life according to sex and area.

In order to verify these hypothesis, I set up 720 students who are

fifth and sixth

are as follows.

grade at the elementary school in Chejudo as the

subjects of study. Among them, the final subject of analysis was 68&9.

The data was analyzed with spss program. The results of this study

First, to examine a approach factor among the relation between a

factor which forms peer group and the school attitudes, in case of the
elementary school students in Chejudo. a peer group with a factor of
the same residence showed high in the adjustment to school and the

faithfulness to the class.
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Second, to see a similarity factor among the relation between a
factor which forms peer group and the attitudes toward school life, in
case of the elementary school students in Chejudo, a group with
similar character showed high in the adjustment to school and the
faithfulness to the class. And the peer group with similar home
environment showed an affirmative evaluation to teachers.

Third, to examine a type according to the number of friend among
the relation between a type of peer group and the attitudes toward
school life, in case of sex and area, a group with just one friend
showed the most affirmative attitude toward school life. A group with
less than five friends showed usually an affirmative to the attitudes
toward school life with a notable level.

Fourth, to see a type according to the existence of the head within
a group among the relation between a type of peer group and the
school attitudes, in case of sex and area together, a peer group
without the head showed an affirmative in the sub area of all attitudes
toward school life with notable level.

Fifth, to see a type according to the whether or not of the faction
among the relation between a type of peer group and the attitudes
toward school life, a peer group without the faction showed an
affirmative in the sub area of all attitudes toward school life with a
notable level.

The significance of study is to offer the practical data about the
characteristics of peer group of the elementary school students in

Chejudo and their attitudes toward school life.
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In order words, it showed that the characteristics of peer group
that children belong to had a significant effect on their attitudes
toward school life. When we consider that a peer group in the
childhood had lots of effect on the attitude, value and the formation of
character of the members, it also suggests that the education to
approach more closely to the children would be possible by using the

movement within the peer group.
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