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<Abstract>

Beyond Existential Alienation and Nihilism

in The Sun Also Rises and The Old Man and the Sea

Yi Chung Hun

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Byon Jong Min

Hemingway wrote short stories and novels on the basis of his experiences of
engagement in the 1st World War and Spanish Civil War. In his works he deals
with the subject of existential alienation and nihilism. In his early works
Hemingway'’s nihilism is strongly colored by negative aspects. Those negative
aspects might be derived from his experiences of wars. To the American youth
like Hemingway who had experienced the 1st World War, the calamity of war
caused their traditional values to be broken asunder, driving them into a
whirlpool of desperate nihilism.

The Sun Also Rises portrays the characters who experienced the absurdity
resulting from the war. All the major characters are expatriates from America
and England. There is no joyful and satisfactory love between them. Main
characters—-Jake Barnes, Brett Ashley, Mike Campbell, Robert Cohn and Bill

Gorton-—are not tied to any one set of values. In search of something to fill the

* This thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2004.

_58_



void of their lives, they wander in Paris and other cities in Europe. Their life in
Paris is exciting but meaningless. Especially, Jake suffers from insomnia,
distressed with his impotentness and fails in achieving love with Brett. He
becomes stable during his stay in Spain. It seems that he comes to set up his
code to live by.

In The Old Man and the Sea, the setting is a vast and wide sea. Santiago, an
old fisherman, has bad luck. After spending 84 days of misfortune, he hooks a
great marlin to get into his boat. On his way back, however, he meets sharks
and is determined to fight to the last. When he reaches the port, he has nothing
except the enormous bones of the marlin. In this novel, the old man shows
courage and endurance, fighting against the force of nature. At a glance he may
have been defeated. But he shows no sign of discourage although he experiences
alienation and detachment. He dreams of sailing out to sea again. In Conclusion,
he tries to overcome the existential alienation and absurdity through his own

moral code and is finally willing to make himself an existential superman.
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