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A Study on the Conflicts among Family Members
Reflected in Shin-Soseol (New novels)
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Supervised by Professor Moon, Sung-Sook

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the structure and the aspect of
conflicts among family members : between mother and daughter-in-law, father
and son, wife and concubine reflected in the domestic novels written in the
specipic period of Kaehwagi. This thesis also trys to check the literary
meaning of the domestic novels in Kaehwagi by examining the main sourses,
the developmental process, the psychological factors of the family conflicts.
Sis sample novels are chosen, and the followings are the brief notes of the
thesis.

Firstly, the novel <Chi'aksan> deals with the conflict between step-mother
and daughter-in-law. The conflicts develops as the step-mother trys to
establish a matriarcal leadership inside the family. The conflict type in
<Anui Seong> is rather typical because it is between mother and
daughter-in-law. The daughter-in-law does not proceed with the expected role
from the mother and thus does not gratify her. If mother is a step-mother, the

level of conflict is more profound because the mother trys to behave with

+ A thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in February, 1998.
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authouity over daughter-in-law like a normal mother and at the same time she
must deal with her own complex as a step-mother like in the case of
<Chi'aksan>.

Secondly, there is a case in which the conflict arises between the father’'s
favouritism to his son and the realization of existential meaning by the
step-mother in <Seoljungmahwa>. In <Ch'uwolsaek>, we can find the sourse
of the conflict from the difference of value-systemand the generation gap
between the father and the son. However the level of the conflict here is less
profound as it is between the father and the son compared to the case in
<Seoljungmahwa> in which the conflict lies between the son and the
step-mother.

Thirdly, the case of <Kwiui Seong> is much more complicated in the point
that the wife is jealous of the concubine and has a sense of inferiority. She
also trys to get her husband’s love and to keep her position as a first wife. In
<Binsangseol>, the situation is contrasting. The concubine feels the inferiority
and the jealousness onto the wife, and she is even greedy to collect the
valuables.

Fourthly, it is interesting that the traditional patriarchal system and the
strong ethics of of filial obligation effect the characters in the novel
(daughter-in-law, stepchild, wife or concubine) to react very passively upon
one’s conflict. Only we can find one exceptional case in <Ch’uwolsaek>
Chong-Im shows a little active attitude toward her situation.

Fifthly, some characters play very important role ing the developmental
progress of conflict in the point that they are from lower social class trying to
change their social status and do anything for the money maliciously : Ok-Dan
and Kudushoi in <Ch’iaksan>, Nan-Hwyang in <Seoljungmaehwa>,
Chong-Sun and Ch’oiga in <Kwiui Seong>, and Keum-Bun in <Binsangseol>.

Sixthly, from the psychological point of view, the sources of conflict within
family members can be analyzed as follows : safety-frustration, weak
attachment to other family members, desire to be loved, and the strong sense

os one's pride. If one of the conflict souses cannot be fulfilled, the character
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takes an aggressive attitude toward the reactionary character.

Seventhly, one characteristic of these domestic novels is that the conflict is
normally solved by someone who shows himself/herself accidently, not by the
main character of the novel. The ending is a tvpical happy ending : Always
the good wins. The lesson here is quite obvious. Even during the drastically
changing periok like Kaehwagi, the authors seem to hold the traditional moral
senses, therefore they still do not permit the room for evil. They try to correct
it, and if they cannot, they elimiate it in their novels. <Kwiui Seong> is
noteworthy in the point that it ends in a tragedy. This tragic ending is one
distinctive characteristic of Shin-Soseol(New Novels> from Go-Soseol (Old
Novels). This implies the change of author’s thought is affected by the social
changes of that period.

Eighthly, the good wins not easily or so soon but after long periods of
suffering. This apporach is very effective in the sense that it holds the
reader’s attention due to the continuous tension of the main character while
increasing the reader’s interest. The reason why the author takes this type of
apporach is because it is more welcomed by the readers. They still prefer to
the promotion of virtue and light readings. Though it is not a drastic change,
the bad character in Shin-Soseol 'shows some partial changes in its role while
maintaining many typical characteristics of Go-Soseol.

Ninthly, the bad characters commit so may evil things, but in fact they are
the most realistic people who bring the vitality to the novels. They contribute
to the novel in the point that their roles are quite distinctive revealing their
literary merits and in another sense, they provide the readers of the literary
catharsis.

Lastly, the subjects of the novels before Kaehwagi usually cover the
conflicts between step-child and step-mother or wife and concubine. However,
the domestic novels in Kaehwagi expand the coverage of conflict to that of
mother and daughter-in-law. This is very meaningful in the history of Korean
literature because in the tradition] Korean family, daughter-in-law was always

regarded never to have a chance to reveal her conflict with a mother-in-law.
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