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<Abstract>

Effects of Ecological Experience Education

on Changes in Children’s Perception of Wetlands

- Focusing on Environmental Schools for Children -

Son, Byoung-suk

Geography Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by professor Kim, Tae-ho

This study is designed to examine the influence of ecological
education, based on field experience, on changes in children’s perception
of wetlands. The experiment group was composed of 47 students at an
environmental school and took the field experience learning(six hours a
session and 42 hours in total) that was conducted at seven wetlands in
Jeju Island. The contrast group was also composed of 47 students who
took the usual learning at an elementary school. The pre- and post-test
was conducted in four areas related with wetlands such as information
and knowledge, value and attitude, preservation and development, and
behavior and participation.

The results show that the ecological education, based on wetland

experience, 1s more effective in acquiring the knowledge and information

# A this thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master
of Education in August, 2003.

_47_



on wetlands than the normal school education. The ecological education
1s also very useful to acquire the desirable view and attitude toward
wetlands and to have more interests in preserving wetlands because it
causes the change in children’s perception on wetlands; swamps and
marshes are rather preserved than developed for economical reasons. In
particular, the ecological education plays a primary role in the area of
behavior and participation because the children are concerned about
environmental problems of wetlands and then willing to behave for an
environment of wetlands.

A Dbasic education on wetlands should be consequently included
in an elementary school curriculum. And various programs related with
the ecological education of wetlands must be developed so that children
can Improve their understanding of wetlands and practical experience
learning may be activated. It is also necessary to provide children with
more opportunities of the ecological, learning based on wetland experience
by developing ecological parks and utilizing wetlands as a place for the
field experience education, then resulting in the desirable change of

children’s perception on wetlands.
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