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{Summary)

A Study on the Identity of the Essay Literature

— With its focus on the Literary Theory of the Korean
Contemporary Essay Literature

by Hur Kyung-ja

With a beginning of the contemporary age, the increasing of
literary magazines and various activities of club bring a radical
increasing to the essay. The essay i1s one kind of literature.
However, the essay has many problems in finding of literary
identification because it doesn't have its own strong logic. Also, it's
insufficient in a study on the theoretical system, works and writers
though its quantitative enlargement. Moreover, there are many inner
problems to reconsider like an absence of writer's keen spirit,
insufficient writing practice and indiscreet entry system. For those
reasons, the Korean essay literature has been a target of endless
dispute and provided a motive to produce a distorted recognition
about the essay. Therefore, this study aims at the establishment of
identity in the Korean essay literature through a mature
consideration of its theory. The original nature of the essay
revealed through the above discussion is as follows of the identity in
the view of genre.

Firstly, in the view of genre, the essay is shorter than a novel



though it has an incident, background, character and theme like a
novel. Moreover, it's longer prose than poetry though it uses a
suggestive sentence like poetry. The essay i1s an easily readable
story because it's a nonfiction and not so suggestive as contrasted
with a novel or poetry. These aesthetic nature of the essay is so
unique. It has an identity of genre in a point that it deals with the
middle field of prose and verse including both nature of them. This
nature can be explained to inclusion and union of prose and verse.
Also, it provides a characteristic of middle genre which can unify
them into one genre.

Secondly, in the view of form, the essay connotes a paradoxical
value. In other words, it has no defined form and has infinite
freedom in creation of form. No defined form implies a positive
meaning that a writer must create a proper form freely whenever he
write an essay. The essay demands the most creative and individual
form though it has no formal restriction externally. In that point, the
easygoing concept of no—form must be destructed.

Thirdly, in the view of fiction, the essay is created on the
assumption that it's a frank self-confession about his experience,
still writer can't convey the real object but linguistic reality.
Therefore, there are more or less fiction in the process of
expression because it's impossible that the reality can perfectly
convey Into a language. However, in the main incident or
experience, it should be restricted within a use of supplementary
rhetoric for impression of beauty and literary creation.

Lastly, in the view of description and viewpoint, the essay uses
the first person viewpoint. So, a narrater in the work and writer are
same one. Someone proposes a use of the third person viewpoint

for the enlargement of creation field. But, the subject should be



examined carefully. The essay from the third person viewpoint can
be an experimental attempt, but it hardly has a strong impression
and promoted reality. Moreover, abandoning the nature of
confession, it may has a logical contradiction that make the
difference between the essay and novel ambiguous.

These natures of essay show that it is so easily readable but
never be so easily written. The essay should hold a meaningful
experience of life with a poetic sensibility and own philosophy in a
simple style. This study emphasizes that practice of writer in order
to obtain a refined suggestive style and an philosophical aesthetics
of creation are essential to writer.

In addition, this study attempts to present the developmental
pointing and searches the identity of the Korean essay literature.
For that, this study suggests a method of 'defamiliarization', an
attempt of 'Fusion Essay' and the creation of 'Image Essay' and
'Eco-Essay".

However, this study leaves several tasks for the succeeding
study. In a word, to demonstrate more universal identity through the
concrete and keen analysis about various works and to grope for the
direction and strategy of the essay as an unified genre are important

task which should be solved gradually after this.
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