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ABSTRACT

The Pattern of Novels’ Transformation into Comics

- Focused on Kim Joo-yeong’s Gaekju and Lee Doo-ho’s Gaekju -
CHANG-HOON LEE

This study examined the pattern of novels’ transformation into comics
through Kim Joo vyeong’'s roman fleuve Gaekju, and Lee Doo ho’s
Gaekju, a comic based on the novel. A novel's transformation into a comic
is not the transition from ‘telling’ to ‘showing’ but the transition from
narration of the novel to ‘image.” In this process, various components of
comics are interconnected organically and form a face, and ‘face
presentation’ is introduced in order to improve ‘readability.” In addition,
characters’ personality is dimensionalized and emphasized through adequate
combination of comic storytelling methods and, as a result, confrontation
structure 1s clarified and incidents are reconstructed and reinforce
entertainment. Previous research has overlooked such comic storytelling
methods. In the inside of the negative perception of novels  transformation
into comics is the fact that the pattern of novels' transformation into
comics has not been explained clearly yet.

Recognizing this problem, this study examined the components of comics,
comic storytelling methods, traditional ways of novels’ transformation into
comics, etc. Through this, we found that there are three ways of
transformation, which are faithful representation of the novel in the comic,

arrangement in combination with the components of comics, and recreation
- 117 -
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of the original novel. The existence of the three patterns of transformation
of novels into comics means that a novel's transformation into a comic is
accompanied by the transformer’s efforts.

In addition, this study examined the process of a novel's transformation
into a comic using the case of novel Gaekju and comic Gaekju from five
aspects, which are the reconstruction of plot, the dimensionalization of
characters, the disappearance of speaker and the change of viewpoint, the
visualization of narration, and the composition of scene and improvement in
readability. Through this, we found that, with the combination of the text
based novel with the components and storytelling methods of the comic,
the plot of the novel was restructured in a way of inducing dramatic
tension and the characters became more three dimensional. The change in
the plot observed in novels transformation into comics is a phenomenon
found not only in transformation into comics but also in novels’
transformation into films. That is, the change of plot is an essential
phenomenon in transformation between two different genres.

As a novel is transformed into a comic, popularity and entertainment are
reinforced. Through this, the comic plays the role of bridge to various
other media. Despite this advantage, however, comic Gaekju failed to
present the characteristics of novel Gaekju such as the creative acceptance
of folk tales, pansoris and folk songs, abundance of orally transmitted
tales, folk songs, mask dances, shaman songs, local place names, dialects,
proverbs, etc. related to people’s life, and people’s vivid lifestyle like the
customs of peddlers. This phenomenon that diminishes the originality of
the novel is a problem that should be overcome in novels transformation
into comics.

In the past, comics were treated as children’s playthings or subculture
entertainments. This view to comics was largely from people’s negative

perception of comics rather than from problems in comics themselves. The
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criticism that the transformation of a novel into a comic degrades the
authority of the novel also results from such a negative view to comics.
Now we need to get away from the obsolete view and to change our eye
to comics. That is, we should admit that various transformations of novels
expand the sphere of novels.

In this context, comic is a medium that visualizes a novel and makes it
easy to be combined with various media, and novels’ transformation into
comics is a desirable work that expands the domain of novels. Therefore,
rather than adhering to a narrow fixed idea, we need to study other media
that have something common with novels in terms of narration from a
broader perspective. These efforts will surely lead the narration of novels

to further expansion of its domain.
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