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Abstract

The Comparative Study about Outlooks on the Destiny in Novels

— Focusing on "Hwangto-gi” and "Meon Geudae” —

Han, Jeong-Seok
Korean Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Ahn, Seong-Soo

This dissertation examines the structure of the destiny about characters closely
through the analvsis on ‘the structure of the plot,” ‘the system of characters’ desires,’
'the theme’ which are dealt in "Hwangto-gi(ZE7])” and "Meon Geudae(d Lti).”
And this analysis is done for each works.

Then, it is studied at the state of the combination with two novels how outlooks
on the destiny are appeared in novels, focusing on ’the comparison between two
outlooks on the destiny’ and 'the meaning of a response through outlooks on the
destiny’ of two works.

The results of this study are roughly as follows.

1. "Hwangto-gi(3E71)"

(1) The structure of the plot in this novel shows 'the tragic structure of the destiny,’
containing a prologue that hints the tragic destiny of a protagonist and a story that is
revealed narratively for the prologue.

(2) The system of characters’ desires is represented by Eoksoi(2}4) and Deukbo(S
¥).  Their ultimate desires have the similarity that they are eager to show their
natural power freely to the world, but both of them fail to achieve their desires and end
tragically.

(3) The theme of this novel shows 'the tragic destiny’ of human through characters’
frustrated lives in which characters struggle uncertainly against ‘the tragic destiny’
symboling certain absolute power but finally, they face the death.

*« A thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
February, 1997.
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2. "Meon Geudae(H Z1dj)”

(1) The structure of the plot in this novel shows ‘dialectical structure of mentality’
that means that the protagonist, Munja(¥A}), is going to transcend towards the world
of more developed ‘ideal self’ through the conflict between ‘the actual self’ which owns
the instinctive desire and ‘the internal self’ which struggles against the actual self.

(2) The svstem of characters’ desires draws the desire of Munja(¥2}h who dreams
that she will realize ‘the ideal self’ and deals subordinately with the desire of Hansu(#
%) who is eager to achieve ‘the actual desire.” The desire of the former pursues the
ideal world extremely, transcending the actuality and the desire of the latter shows the
form of the worldly desire that sticks closely to the actuality.

(3) The theme of this novel tells "the optimistic outlook on the destiny’ of human
though showing the transcendent spirit of Munja(¥® A who hopes to reach the ideal

state, trving to conquest herself continuously.
3. The comparison between outlooks on the destiny in novels

(1) The protagonist in "Hwangto-gi(8E71)", Eoksoi(®4)), is formed as a character
who is going to go beyvond his unfortunate environment but fails to accomplish to the
end and adapts himself to the inbom bridle of destiny in spite of his own
extraordinariness. As this is interpreted in the outlook on the destinv of the writer,
Kim, Dong-ri(Zd%-2]), this shows suggestively that human is a existence that possesses
‘the tragic destiny’ fatally and human can never be free ‘from the destiny.

(2) The protagonist in "Meon geudae(d1th)”, Munja(¥#}), is the typical character
who expands her own ‘ideal self’ and develops it through the struggle against her
painful actuality. As this is interpreted in the outlook on the destiny of the writer, Seo,
Young-eun{A %4 -&), this shows ’‘the optimistic outlook on the destiny that human
conquests given actual condition and can reach ‘the world of the ideal self’ enough.

(3) Therefore, the structure of meaning in "Hwangto-gi(#E7])" presents ’'the
adaptive outlook on the destiny’ while on the other "Meon Geudae(d 1tH)” shows ‘the
confrontationist outlook on the destiny.’” The writer, Seo, Young-eun(* % &), said that
she read "Hwangto-gi(#E7])" by Kim, Dong-ritZ%&l) and she wrote "Meon Geudae
("l z1d))” as the personal response for his novel. Maybe, there is the contents about
the response in these two outlooks on the destiny. And these outlooks on the destiny

have the character of 'the literarv response’ that gives and takes in the relationship of

"a writer and a reader,’ 'a reader and a writer’ or 'a writer and a writer.’
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