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ABSTRACT IN ENGLISH

Study on the mistakes of building blocks of Chinese Characters
in Shuo Wen Jie Zi

-As compared with that in Oracle Bone Inscriptions-
XU YONGGEN

Shuo Wen Jie Zi, written by Xu Shen in the latter Han, is the
first Chinese Character Dictionary in Chinese language and cultural
history, its influences on the afterwards Chinese vocabulary,
Chinese phonetics as well as Shunguxue are enormous. Xu Shens
work was not only a complement tool to investigate the Old Chinese
Jingshu, at the same time, a new research area, named Xiaoxue,
was also founded in his work. After the publish Shuo Wen Jie Zi,
there were many excellent great works related to this area, such as
Notation to Shuo Wen Jie Zi written by Duan Yucai, Sentences
Interpretation in Shuo Wen Jie Zi written by Wang Jun and
Phonetics Origin in Shuo Wen Jie Zi written.

As many as 540 building blocks of Chinese vocabulary was
separated by Xu Shen in Shuo Wen Jie Zi, based on these blocks
more than 9353 Chinese words, so called Small Seal, could be
formed independently and definitely, combining the pictography
and the meaning of Chinese characters. The method of Xu Shen
was original in history and was employed by the composition of
afterwards Chinese dictionary such as Kangxi Dictionary and
Xinhua Dictionary.

There were many mistakes in Shuo Wen Jie Zi as Xu Shens
time was not so far from the beginning of Chinese Characters,
moreover, the Oracle Bone Inscriptions, which was the oldest
origin of writing Chinese, had not been found during that time.

The purpose of this study is to find out and correct the

mistakes in Shuo Wen Jie Zi, further explore the original meanings



of Chinese Characters and make a sound background for nowadays
Chinese language education.

In order to realize above purpose, this study choose the 370
building blocks of Chinese Character, which appeared in both Shuo
Wen Jie Zi and Oracle Bone Inscriptions, as the targets, find out
the mistakes through comparing the difference in above two
materials. Because of the lack of references, the other 170 blocks
are not included in this study.

Generally speaking, there are three methods for language
study, that 1is, from pictography, from meanings and from
phonetics, the former two methods are employed in this study.

The study results indicate that there are 66 blocks having
pictographic mistakes, about 17.8%, 23 blocks having meaning
mistakes, about 6.2%, and 101 blocks having both pictographic and
meaning mistakes, about 27.3% of 370 blocks.

Additionally, there are 19 blocks whose original meaning are
not clear. And other 53 blocks in 24 kinds has only one meaning
in Oracle Bone Inscriptions, but 2 or 3 kinds of meanings in Shuo

Wen Jie Zi. Above results are summarized in the following table.

Items Total |Pictographic | Meaning | P+M Total Meaning | Mistake
Blocks | Mistake | Mistake | Mistake | Mistakes Unclear | Clarification
Amounts| 370 66 23 101 190 19 53
Percentage | 100% | 17.8% 6.2% |27.3% | 51.3% 51% 14.6%

We should face the mistakes when we give our respects to
Shuo Wen Jie Zi, only by this way could we use this great work

to develop our Chinese Character education to a higher stage.
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