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{ Abstract >

A Study on the symbols of Suh Chung-joo's poens

-- Focusing on “ Hwa-Sah Collection "--
Kim, Jee-Yeon

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Byung-Taek

In the main body, focusing on “ Hwa-Sah Collection ", I have made
an analysis of the original background of the symbol and all aspects
of the symbolic representation from his poems. Also, [ have
examined the poetic characteristics and the historical significance
( in Korean poetry ). The summary of this thesis is as follows:

First, the original background of the symbols, especially in
Mee-Dahng’'s early poems, materializes itself as the theme, such as the
self in a confined world and the realities of life in a closed world.

These ironical symbols originated from the historical situations with

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education. Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master
of Education in August, 1993
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which the poet was faced and his own recognition which he
attained.

Secondly, an illusory factor in " Hwa-Sah " might be seen from the
aspect of the unconsciousness. ' Hwa-Sah ', which has a fuson of
masculine symbol and feminine symbol, is the meaning penetrating
throughout this poem. An illusion in which the poetic self comes to
fall on the narrow path of  Musk Lotus - blossoms " represents a deep

world of ' Eros At first, the speaker assumes an contemplative
attitude toward ‘' Hwa-Sah ': however, he has come to show the behavior
patterns that are identified with ‘ Hwa-Sah '. In this poem, these
behaviors of the poetical self which originated from the illusion of
sexual love in some dreams, are closely exposed by the symbols.
Thirdly, in ° Revival ', the poet has reconstructed the meaning
development according to a natural time, while showing his own
litelary imagination. This reconstruction helps to deepen the thematic
symbolism of ‘ Metempsychosis ' ( Samsara in Buddhism ) and the poet
himself is never satisfied with the use of a biased tense: on the
contrary, he has freely transformed the literary time as a device of
the poetic structure in accordance with the theme of this work and has
manifested the diversity of time. In the pome ‘ Metempsychosis ', a
transcendental truth is in close conjunction with the universal
finality of human being through the archetypal imagination,
Fourthly, when looking into “ A Leper " from the point of the
archetypal symbol in Depth Psychology, you might find out the

significant poetical structure and the diverse images. “ The Sun and

The Sky Blue " and “ A Barley Field " symbolize the Heavenly world and
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the Earthly world, respectively and lead up to the formation of the
vertical structure. The picturesque composition of “ A Barley Field "
introduces the structure of the horizontal division. Considering the
archetype of light, the light(the brightness) of “ The Sun and The Sky
Blue " in the first stanza and the moonlit ' night(darkness) ' in “ A

Barley Field in the second stanza have something to do with the
symbol of the cosmic dual forces in the orient, From this harmony of
the cosmic forces the poet represents the ‘ birth ' image as a little
baby. And in the first stanza “The Sun and The Sky Blue” represents
the darkness-expelling and orderly world of cosmos in the connection
with the characteristics of light: however, the external image of " A
Leper " represents the world of Choas.

Fifthly, another characteristic of Mee-Dahng's poetry consists of
the juxtaposition of the contrastive vocabularies. The contrasts
between the dissimilar things and the exceptional figures that spring
from discrepancy between vehicle and tenor have played an important
role in  magnifying all the poetic imagination, This has
strikingly different characteristic from the literary trends of those
days and has made a contribution to the non-restriction on the poetic
materials and the irony of the themes.

When all is said and done, Mee-Dahng's early poems have significance
in going from the level of the fragmentary symbol in Korean poetry

circles, to showing the whole and three-dimensional aspects,
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