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Abstract

One of the two pillars that sustains the football world is professional
football leagues. Especially in England, the football league has a long
history. It has always been with the people and played a key role in
coordinating community spirit. Football has given people pleasures,

comfort and a haven from the grindings of daily life.

This book is a dedication to a former legendary manager of Liverpool
FC. Bill Shankly was a jewel in the English professional football league.
Many retain a great respect for what he did for Liverpool FC and the
football league as a whole in general. He took over the Second Division
Liverpool in 1959, moved the team to the First Division and transformed
it into a football powerhouse. The changes he made were nothing short
of revolutionary. He adopted new coaching skills and tactics into the
team. He was a man of charisma and humor. Players loved, respected
and trusted him. Most of all, he was a working man's manager. He valued
fans over everything else and believed they were the reason for the
team's existence. To the people in Liverpool, he was a father figure, an
old friend and friendly neighbor. He is a legend in Liverpool because he

truly loved football and he truly loved Liverpool and its people.

The tradition of small-based professional football clubs continues to
this day. However, football is now big business. Players are paid huge
amounts of money weekly. Since the passing of Shankly's days, the true
spirit of the game has become very hard to find. The idea - the
philosophy - that a town's football club belonged to its people has

passed with him.



Tom Darby, the author, reminds us of what we have lost. Perhaps we
have lost not only a hero of football but also the true nature of the

game.
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