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Abstract

Marty Preston, an eleven—year-old boy, finds an beagle near the old
Shiloh schoolhouse in his hometown. His family of five has barely
enough food and room for themselves, so they can’t afford a pet. But
Marty falls in love with the beagle pup and named it Shiloh after it
follows Marty to his house. Later, he discovers that Shiloh is the lost
dog of Judd Traverse who abuses his dogs. Marty’'s upright parents

insist that he return the dog to its owner.

However Shiloh runs away from Judd again and again and keeps
coming back to the Prestons. Eventually, Marty decides to hide the dog
from Judd and builds a pen in the woods and provides food for it from
saving his own. However, he keeps it secret, being not sure whether he

is doing rightful things.

Then, at one night, a big German shepherd attacks Shiloh in the pen.
That makes Shilo get hurt badly and even after it recovers, it gets to
limp and Judd discovers where his dog is and demands that it be

returned.

But Marty is determined not to get the dog back to Judd. On his way
to Judd’s house, Marty happens to witness Judd shooting to death a
off-season doe. Judd needs to allure Marty from reporting his illegal
hunting, while Marty wants the dog badly. Eventually, they make an
agreement that Shiloh will become Marty’'s dog after Marty finishes 40
hours’ labor for Judd.

Even though Judd has Marty do a much harder work than Marty can
bear and tests his patience and honesty all the while, Marty fullfills his
share of the deal, doing his best. In the end, Marty owns the dog that

his whole family come to dearly love.
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