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<Abstract>

"THyo-ten; of Miura Ayako

- Connected with sin, death and love -

Hosomi, Noriko
Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Prof. Kim, Nan-Hee

In Hyo-ten, the first novel of Miura Ayako, we considered the main idea as sin, death
and love. This paper is to find out what brings this tragedy to the family, focusing on
the family tragedy of Hyo-ten. As each character in the work has the original egoism

inside themselves, the writer let them deepen the desire.

In Chapter I, the types of sin, which each character has committed, were classified.
First of all, we can see intolerance, pride, and narcissism in the cases of Natsue, Murai,
Keizo. Otherwise, the case of Yo-ko is different from theirs. Yo-ko is an ideal person
with an innocent soul; however, she also has committed as sin. The writer Miura
described the christian original sin in her work through the case of Yo-ko, and nobody
has written about that until then. The case of Yo-ko tells us that nobody can be free

from the original sin.

The writer Miura is asking to her readers, "Isn’t it the greatest sin not to have the

sense of sin?” Also, she describes plainly the group of selfish people, who break other

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master
of Education in February, 2000.
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people’s hearts and can’t realize their dream at their families

or at their communities, even though they have a desire of happiness. It's natural that
their common life comes to be tragic. In this study, the writer shows the way to
happiness when we are conscious of the sin. And it is natural that the sense of sin is

connected with death complicatedly.

In Chapter I, I examine the meaning and the patterns of death. The patterns are
divided into physical fdeath, and the mental fdeath, , when they are connected with
life. Natsue, Murai, Keizo are living corpses, even though their bodies are alive. It is to
describe the moderns who is fallen into the spiritual death. On the other hand, the death
of a missionary saves the other lives and abides in their memory. The Yo-ko’s suicide
shows us that she has other people’s sin on her back as a victim. In Hyo-ten, many
patterns of death are described, but this work tells us that to be dead is not the way to
solve the problems of life. Only the process to overcome the sense of sin in people’s

lives can be the real life.

In the last chapter, the opposite forgiveness that Yo-ko is longing for is the God's
love, and that is essential for the human beings as the true love. In addition, we
discussed the role of the true love in the family. The true love means to understand
other people and to sacrifice for them. Finally, Miura suggests us that only to be
conscious of the true love is the purpose of the life and that the ideal family is the base

of the ideal communities.
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