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<Abstract>

The ritual character and educational significance in the myth of three

demi-gods(Samsung Myth)

Ko, Byung-suk

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by professor Hyun, Seung—whan

As Dang in Jejudo consists of Danggut with -a shaman rite that is an exorcism in
a public shrine and Dangbonpuri with a myth of Dang that explains the origin of
Dang, there are also Chunchujae that is a rite performed in spring and autumn and
Geonsidaejae that is one carried out in December in a myth of three demi-gods, Go
Eulla, Yang Eulla and Bu Eulla that originally created Jeju Island.

The myth of three demi—gods has something close to do with that of Dang in that
the motifs between them are very similar.

The Samseungsa in which three demi-gods are enshrined nowadays might be
Dang before and its rite might originally be carried out like that of shamanism such
as Gwangyangdanggut. The rite of shamanism had gone through the intellectualizing
process under the influence of Confucianism since the Chosun Dynasty. Also three
families, the last name Ko, Yang and Bu, are regarded as the single tribe that
worshiped three demi-gods.

The rite for three demi-gods has been carried out these days as Chunchujae and



Geonsidaejae through the intellectualizing process from Danggut of the shamainism
rite.

And the typical pattern of these rites may be considered as Jongmyojaerye
worshiping the founder of a country and Sajikdaejae enshrining the guardian gods.

The rite for three demi—gods shows that these myth has been recognized as the
birthmyth of Tamna in that Chunchujae has been performed as the ritual for the
founder of a country like Jongmyojaerye, and Geonsidaejae for the guardian gods.

The educational significance given in the myth of three demi-gods can be
represented as follows, presuming the aims oral tradition literature and the direction
of literature education in the 7th curriculum.

We will be able to know,

1. how a narrative was transmitted orally and then settled in literature, and that
the narrative is recognized only as a documentary literature after its mobility as a
legend literature disappeared.

2. that it shows us interest and a lesson in a narrative literature.

3. the relationship between a sociocultural background and other cultures in the
process of building the myth.

4. our ancestors’ values, senses and world views reflected in Myths.

And we will be able to confirm,

5. truthfulness and falsehood of literature through Myths.

6. the art form of ancient society by grasping the ceremony Samsung Rite related
to Myths.

Lastly, you will apply the materials to education in class for speaking,

listening and reading.

* A thesis submitted to the Comittee of the Graduate School of Education. Cheju
National University in partial of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2004.
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